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Fairhaven Board of Selectmen 

September 17, 2012 Meeting Minutes 
 
 

 
 

 
Present: Selectman Brian Bowcock, Selectman Charles Murphy, Selectman Bob Espindola, and 
Administrative Assistant Anne Kakley. 
 
Also Present: Mali Lim of the Fairhaven Neighborhood News, Peggy Aulisio of The Advocate, 
John Nunes, Bill Roth, Chief Michael Myers, Sergeant Matthew Botelho, and others. 
 
Chairman Brian Bowcock called the meeting to order in the Town Hall Banquet Room at 6:33 
p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
 

• The Board voted to accept the minutes of the September 4, 2012 meeting, open session.  
Mr. Murphy motioned.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

• The Board voted to accept the minutes of the September 4, 2012 meeting, executive 
sessions.  Mr. Murphy motioned.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY’S REPORT 

 
Mr. Osuch was not present to deliver his report. 
 

NEW SCHOOL REQUISITION 
 
The Board reviewed a requisition for the New School in the amount of $779,837.00.  Mr. 
Murphy motioned to approve and sign the requisition.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was 
unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

STATE SEWER FUND RELIEF 
 
The Board reviewed a request from John Nunes to approve and sign an application to the State’s 
Sewer Relief Fund for 2013.  This will be the eighth year that the Town has applied, and the 
money is used to offset the upcoming overhaul of the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  The Board 
voted to approve and sign;  Mr. Murphy motioned.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was 
unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

CITATION FOR GEORGE GRACIA 
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The Board recognized the retirement of Wiring Inspector George Gracia.  Mr. Gracia retired on 
September 14, 2012, after over a decade of work for the Town.  The Board thanked Mr. Gracia 
and wished him well in his retirement.  A citation from the Board was issued to Mr. Gracia at his 
retirement party the week prior. 
 

COMMISSION ON DISABILITY APPOINTMENTS 
 
Mr. Murphy said that there were two vacancies on the Commission on Disability, and that two 
residents – Eugene Robert and Maria DeOliveira – were interested in serving on the 
Commission.  Both residents are regular attendees, Mr. Murphy said.  Mr. Espindola motioned to 
appoint Mr. Robert and Ms. DeOliveira to the Commission on Disability. Mr. Murphy seconded.  
Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

DEPUTY SHELLFISH APPOINTMENT 
 
The Board reviewed an application from Antoinette O’Leary to be a Deputy Shellfish Warden 
for the Natural Resources department, pending the results of a CORI check.  Mr. Murphy 
motioned to appoint Ms. O’Leary to Deputy Shellfish Warden.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote 
was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

DISPATCHER APPOINTMENT 
 
The Board read a memo from the Police Chief requesting the appointment of Maureen Best to 
the position of full-time police dispatcher.  Chief Myers informed the Board that Ms. Best had 
been a part-time dispatcher and that she would be filling a vacancy. 
 
Mr. Murphy motioned to appoint Ms. Best to the position of a full-time Police dispatcher.  Mr. 
Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

MILLICENT LIBRARY APPOINTMENT 
 
The Board read a letter from Library Director Carolyn Longworth asking the Board to reappoint 
the Library Board of Trustees President Myra Lopes to another four-year term.  Mr. Murphy 
motioned to appoint Ms. Lopes.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

ONE-DAY, ALL-ALCOHOL LICENSE – ICE CHEST 
 
The Board reviewed a letter from the Ice Chest asking for a one-day, all-alcohol license for the 
Ice Chest for the Fifth Annual Chest Fest to benefit the Matty Oliveira Memorial Fund.  The 
event will take place on Sunday, September 30, 2012 from 10:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
 
Mr. Murphy motioned to approve the one-day all alcohol license for Ice Chest.  Mr. Espindola 
seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

NSTAR GAS PERMITS 
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The Board reviewed the following NSTAR gas permit applications: 
 

• A gas permit application for 120 Green Street between Washington and Center Streets.  
The permit had been previously approved by the Board of Public Works.  Mr. Murphy 
motioned to approve.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

• A gas permit application for 27 and 28 Hamlet Street between Babbit and Stephen 
Streets.  The permit had been previously approved by the Board of Public Works.  Mr. 
Murphy motioned to approve.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

• A gas permit application for the intersection of Church and Pleasant Streets.  The permit 
had been previously approved by the Board of Public Works.  Mr. Murphy motioned to 
approve.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

• A gas permit application for 21 South Street between Fort and Green Streets.  The permit 
had been previously approved by the Board of Public Works.  Mr. Murphy motioned to 
approve.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

• A gas permit application for 37 Pleasant Street between Farmfield and Cottage Streets.  
The permit had been previously approved by the Board of Public Works.  Mr. Murphy 
motioned to approve.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

• A gas permit application for 120 Green Street between Mill Road and the dead end.  The 
permit had been previously approved by the Board of Public Works.  Mr. Murphy 
motioned to approve.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

• A gas permit application for 120 Green Street between 333 Huttleston Ave on the Hamlet 
Street side.  The permit had been previously approved by the Board of Public Works.  
Mr. Murphy motioned to approve.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-
0). 

 
ANTIL’S PACKAGE STORE LICENSE 

 
The Board reviewed a memo from Selectmen’s Office Senior Clerk Lori Pina calling attention to 
an active, but unused, Package Store/Beer and Wine license that is currently held by Robert 
Antil, of Antil’s Market.  Antil’s Market will not be reopening after a fire destroyed the business 
in 2011. Ms. Pina requested that the Board schedule a hearing and notify Mr. Antil that the 
license will be revoked or rescinded.  Mr. Murphy motioned to send the notification to Mr. Antil 
and begin the process of a public hearing.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

POLICE SERGEANT APPOINTMENT 
 
At 6:45 p.m., the Board met with Matthew Botelho to reconfirm his appointment to Police 
Sergeant in open session.  In front of Mr. Botelho’s family, friends and colleagues, Mr. Murphy 
motioned to appoint Mr. Botelho to Police Sergeant.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was 
unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

CUSHMAN PARK EASEMENT 
 
Dr. Bowcock provided an update on the easement that Town Meeting members had voted to 
grant to Town resident Bradford Souza at the Annual Town Meeting on May 5, 2012.  The 



Fairhaven Board of Selectmen – September 17, 2012 Open Session – 4 

 

legislation passed the House and Senate and was deemed viable, with the understanding that a 
parcel of land of equal or greater size be donated to the Town for conservation purposes.  (See 
Attachment A). 
 
As a segue, Dr. Bowcock noted that a memo from Bill Roth indicated that a property owner in 
the Washburn Avenue area would like to donate a lot of land for conservation restriction to 
satisfy the conditions set forth by the Planning Board for a Washburn Ave subdivision.  Dr. 
Bowcock said that it was possible that the parcel could qualify as a conservation parcel to offset 
the easement granted to Mr. Souza at 188 Green St. 
 
To finalize the easement for Mr. Souza’s property, the Board will have to make an official vote, 
outlining a conservation restriction, at a later date. Mr. Roth stated that if the Washburn Ave 
donation did not pan out for any reason, there were other potential land-locked parcels in the 
New Boston Road area that could qualify for conservation restriction for the sake of Mr. Souza’s 
easement. 
 

2013 CDBG COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 
 
The Board met with Bill Roth to discuss a 2013 CDBG Community Development Strategy. 
 
In an overview of the project, Mr. Roth said that a project at the corner of Park and Main Street 
is currently underway.  The application for the 2013 CDBG is due on December 14, 2012. The 
process will require eight public meetings, Mr. Roth said, including four Board of Selectmen 
hearings and four neighborhood meetings. 
 
This year, the Town will be able to apply for a grant of no more than $480,000. Mr. Roth said 
that the Town would likely continue to pursue the “winning formula” of housing rehabilitation 
and infrastructure for the upcoming year. Mr. Roth distributed a Community Development 
Strategy to the Board (see Attachment B). 
 
Mr. Roth explained that the Town would start to consider regionalizing the CDBG grant in order 
to improve the Town’s score and standing.  The Town is currently considering a joint application 
with the Town of Middleboro.  Mr. Roth said his main goal was to maintain Fairhaven’s status as 
a “lead community” to complete the administrative end of the grant. 
 
Mr. Roth answered a series of questions from the Selectmen regarding the future of the CDBG 
program.  The Board thanked Mr. Roth for his presentation. 
 

WASHBURN PARK LAND DONATION 
 
The Board voted to accept a land donation in the area of Washburn Ave, subject to all taxes 
being paid.  Mr. Murphy motioned.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0).  (See 
Attachment C). 
 

TOWN FINANCE COMMITTEES SEMINAR 
 



Fairhaven Board of Selectmen – September 17, 2012 Open Session – 5 

 

The Board received an invitation to the 2012 Annual Meeting of the Association of Town 
Finance Committees. The Board agreed to forward the invitation onto the Finance Committee. 
 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 
 
The Board read a letter from Richard Dussault requesting a copy of the unredacted resignation 
letter from former Board of Appeals member Joseph Morra.  Dr. Bowcock said that the Board 
would authorize the Selectmen’s Office to release the letter to Mr. Dussault. 
 

TAYLOR SEAFOOD DONATION 
 
The Board read a letter from Rod Taylor of Taylor Seafood offering a donation of oyster seed to 
the Town. The Board read the letter and voted to accept the donation.  Mr. Murphy motioned.  
Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

SAFETY CONCERN – ADAMS STREET 
 
The Board read a letter from Lisa Marie DeMello, parent of a Fairhaven student who was hit and 
injured by a car in September when crossing Adams Street.  Ms. DeMello’s letter requested the 
Board to consider reducing the speed limit or place a school zone sign in the area of her son’s 
accident, between Bellevue Street and Plymouth Avenue. The Board agreed to forward the letter 
to the Police department for the Safety Officer’s review. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 
In other business: 
 

• Mr. Murphy said that he would like to invite Sumul Shah to a future Selectmen’s meeting 
to receive an update on how the wind turbines are functioning. 

• Mr. Murphy said that the Town raised $8,649.00 at an auction held at the BPW on 
September 15, 2012.  He thanked Charlene Paulson and Kim Nogueira and the rest of the 
staff of the BPW for their help in the auction. 

• Mr. Espindola said that he had attended a regionalization seminar recently and looked 
forward to using the information he acquired there for future Town endeavors. 

• Dr. Bowcock noted that the Town Hall recently held a successful food drive. He thanked 
all involved in the food drive. 

• Mr. Murphy recused himself at 7:30 p.m.  Mr. Espindola reminded the public that there 
would be a Memorial Walk for Katie Brienzo on September 29, 2012, at the Our Ladies 
of Angels feast grounds, 7 Jesse Street, starting at noon.  Registration fee is $10 and the 
funds benefit M.O.L.I.F.E. in Ms. Brienzo’s memory.  Mr. Murphy returned to the 
meeting at 7:31 p.m. 

• Dr. Bowcock noted the death of longtime Town resident Joe August.  He sent 
condolences from the Board to Mr. August’s family. 
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At 7:33 p.m., Mr. Murphy motioned to enter into Executive Session to discuss a neighborhood 
dispute on Middle Street not to reconvene into open session.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was 
unanimous.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Murphy in favor.  Dr. Bowcock in favor.  Mr. Espindola in 
favor.  (3-0). 
 
Respectfully, 

 

Anne Kakley 

Selectmen’s Secretary 

(Minutes approved 10/01/2012) 
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