COUNTY OF DUKES COUNTY


COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

A regular meeting of the County of Dukes County Commissioners was held on Wednesday, June 14, 2000, at 7:30 p.m. in Courtroom of the Dukes County Courthouse, notice of such meeting having been posted as required by law.

Commissioners Present:
Leslie H. Leland, Chairman





Leonard Jason, Jr.

                                   
E. B. Collins





Linda Sibley





Robert Sawyer



Daniel Flynn

Absent:
Tim Carroll

Also Present:
Carol Borer, County Manager






Marsha Smolev, Executive Assistant





Sheriff McCormack








Noreen Flanders, Treasurer






William Weibrecht








Stephen Berlucchi




Sandra Lothrop




Cynthia Mitchell




Tad Crawford




Arthur Wortzel

Chairman Leland called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. Commissioner Collins Moved that the Minutes of May 17, 2000 be Accepted with one amendment (Commissioner Sawyer was absent May 17, 2000.) Commissioner Jason Seconded the Motion.  Commissioner Sawyer abstained from the Vote.  The Motion to Approve the Minutes with the Amendment passed.

The County Manager began her report by updating the Junk Car issue.  Mrs. Borer reported that she is talking with DEP and moving forward with an RFP.  

Mrs. Borer presented the Revenue Report dated 6/13/00.  Parking fees are over anticipated budget, as is courthouse rent.  Lab fees are down due to the relocation of the Lab.  Tisbury’s assessment is not yet in.  Norton Point was closed because of the piping plovers June 12.  This will have a negative effect on revenues.  Cape and Island License Plates have made an extra $32,426.  Both the Communications Center and Deeds revenues are up.  Mrs. Borer expressed concern over the fuel revenues that have not been met at the Airport.  Commissioner Sibley stated the fuel revenue is dependent on the state of the economy.  She asked that the County Manager research 

County of Dukes County





Meeting 06/14/00

County Commissioners






Page 02

that part of the County revenue that might be vulnerable to an economic downturn.  The County Manager agreed that would be a good idea.

Mrs. Borer reported that the Auditors are coming.  The County will close out earlier than last year.  Commissioner Collins asked that the Auditors present their report to the County Commissioners in advance of the meeting so the Commissioners can review it before discussing it.

The County Manager’s report continued with an update on the County Fire Department, an updated list of County assets, and a letter from First Assistant District Attorney Michael O’Keefe supporting a proposal for a ropes course on County property.  Mrs. Borer will discuss the proposed course with the Airport Commission and Police Chiefs.  Mrs. Borer gave the Commissioners additional drawings of the County Administration Building.

Chairman Leland reported that the Commissioners hosted the All Island Selectmen’s meeting on June 7.  The meeting was very well attended.  The Chairman presented a letter from Selectmen Morgan inviting the County Commissioners to participate in the Edgartown 4th of July Parade.  

Commissioner Sawyer read a Motion to create a committee to define the scope, missions, structure, objectives, goals and hierarchy for a Department of Health and Human Services for recommendation to the County Commissioners (see attached.)  Commissioner Collins Seconded the Motion.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner Sibley Moved that an Amendment be added to the Motion to include on the Committee the listed members:  Associate Commissioner for Affairs concerning Handicapped Persons, Associate Commissioner for Affairs Concerning the Elderly, Dukes County Regional Housing Authority, Dukes County Health and Human Services Advisory Council, Veterans Services, Aids Alliance, MV Community Services and possibly others.  Commissioner Jason Seconded the Motion.  Discussion followed.  The Amendment was worded: to include but not be limited to the listed members.  Commissioner Flynn said there already is an Health Council, and abstained from the Vote.  The Amendment to the Motion passed.  The original Motion passed with Commissioner Flynn abstaining.  

Cynthia Mitchell, Chair of the Dukes County Health Council (DCHC) said it’s a technical point.  They already are the Dukes County Health and Human Services Advisory Council and only call themselves the DCHC for working purposes.  She said the Council was present to alert the County Commissioners to changes in the DCHC Bylaws, to discuss the Council’s role 
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and the County’s view of the Council, and to discuss the status of the $50,000 that the County has set aside for a Resource Coordinator.

Tad Crawford presented a summary of the changes in the Bylaws and reiterated that the DCHC is only the working name.  Human Services are included.  Mr. Crawford mentioned that elections still need to be held for the Coordinating Committee of the Health Council, since the secret ballots were not allowed under the Open Meeting Law.  He also stressed the need to clarify misunderstandings with the County, especially now, when the County is taking new initiatives in Health care.  

Mrs. Borer asked if the Bylaws presented had been adopted by the Council.  Mr. Crawford replied that they were.  Chairman Leland asked if an Advisory Council can change Bylaws that were made by Resolution in 1996.  He added that the Charter gave the responsibility to the County Commissioners.  Commissioner Sawyer also questioned that a Council could change its stated purpose as created by Resolution.  Mr. Crawford said the Resolution created the Council, but the Council has acted on Bylaws ever since then.  Commissioner Collins asked what are the parameters of the Advisory Board.   Commissioner Sibley said Appendix A gives the Advisory Board the power to generate its own Bylaws.   Chairman Jason said that the Commissioners adopted the Bylaws.  Commissioner Sibley said that since membership was defined by the County Commissioners, it cannot be changed without the vote of the County Commissioners.  Mr. Crawford went on to state that the membership be modified from 8 to 10 consumer representatives, and from 10 to 12 Healthcare providers.  Commissioner Sibley Moved that the County Commissioners approve the change in membership as proposed by the DCHC.  Commissioner Jason Seconded the Motion that passed Unanimously.  

Cynthia Mitchell stated that to clarify the role of the Health Council, it’s important to remember that the DCHC connects Health and Human Services in their “full blown advisory agenda.”  Ms. Mitchell said communication between the DCHC and the County Commissioners has suffered.  She added that perhaps the Island Health Plan envisioned could be a separate entity, and that the Council has the option to pursue 501C3 earlier rather than later. 

Ms. Mitchell asked if some of the $50,000 set aside for the new Resource Coordinator could be made available to Sarah Kuh for the Access Program.  Commissioner Sawyer stated that the DCHC is a “jewel of the County,” and the Commissioners are proud of the Council’s accomplishments.  He agreed there are communications problems that must be addressed and added that 
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every Commissioner is dedicated to furthering regional health and human services.  He reiterated that the new Committee is being formed to blueprint

an integrated Health and Human Services effort under the County umbrella, not to compete with the DCHC.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner Jason stated it is the attempt of the County Commissioners to build on the Access Program to serve more people, not to duplicate services.  Commissioner Jason wanted that to show in the record and asked if Mr. Crawford understood.  Mr. Crawford agreed that he did.  Associate Commissioner Lothrop asked that her work not be narrowed, that she wishes to serve a broad part of the population.

Commissioner Collins said the responsibility rests with the County to define a program for the island so the pieces work together in harmony.  Commissioner Collins continued that it is the responsibility of the County Commissioners to approve bylaws to be sure purpose and direction fits the overall program.  He believes membership should be staggered, since that was the original design.  Ms. Mitchell agreed that Commissioner Collins made a good point.  Discussion followed about the DCHC being the working name of the Council.  Commissioner Collins suggested that the Commissioners wait for the new Committee to do its study.  Commissioners Sibley and Leland agreed.  Commissioner Sawyer Moved that the Commissioners Approve the changes in the Bylaws except for the change to eliminate the staggered terms.  Commissioner Sibley Seconded the Motion.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner Jason said the original goal, mission, and membership of the Resolution founding the Health Council cannot be changed.  The Motion passed Unanimously.  

Mrs. Borer reported on the meeting of the New York Avenue Subcommittee on June 6 at the property.  A 7 member committee was defined at that meeting.  Commissioner Flynn asked for a mandate and time frame.  Commissioner Sibley asked that the Committee not start from scratch.  Commissioner Sawyer said the Commissioners left the Public Hearing with a foundation for a plan that included the DCRHA.  Commissioner Sibley agreed that people should be appeased and included, but not at the expense of the Commissioners’ interest in affordable housing.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner Jason suggested assessing what the County has at New York Avenue by doing a plot plan.  County Engineer Berlucchi is working on that.  The Commissioners agreed this was a good plan.

An update followed on the Committee for Emergency Medical Services.  Commissioner Flynn Moved that Commissioners Sawyer and Collins be the 
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County Commissioners’ delegates to the Committee.  Commissioner Jason Seconded the Motion that passed unanimously.  

Commissioner Collins asked if the Resource Coordinator could be hired before June 30.  Mrs. Borer will work on this. 

Commissioner Jason Moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Sawyer Seconded the Motion.

The meeting adjourned at  9:20 p.m.

Complete text of meeting is available on tape at the County Commissioner’s office.
  __________________________________




JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO, JR.

  CLERK OF THE COURTS
 

minutes06/14/00.doc
