
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

DEEP RIVER TOWN HALL 
 
Regular Meeting – January  25, 2011 
 
ATTENDANCE: Selectmen Dick Smith, Art Thompson, Dave Oliveria.  Also: 

Margo Hilfinger, Richard Strukus (videography), Tom Lindner 
(Treasurer), Jonathan Kastner (Chairman, Planning & Zoning 
Commission). 

 
This regular meeting was called to order at 6:45 pm by Smith. 
 
Minutes -- Regular Meeting – January 11, 2011. 
         
Motion by Oliveria, second by Thompson, to approve the minutes of January 11, 2011.  
           APPROVED  3-0 
 
Probate Court Agreement: 
 
Motion by Thompson, second by Oliveria, to approve the agreement for provision of 
consolidated probate court facilities and services.                                 

APPROVED  3-0 
 
Appointments: 
 
Motion by Thompson, second by Oliveria, to approve the appointment of Angus 
McDonald, presently an alternate member, as a regular member of the Planning & 
Zoning Commission, for a term to expire December 1, 2013. 

APPROVED  3-0  
 
Update on Blight Ordinance: 
 
Smith gave Thompson and Oliveria a letter from Town Attorney Jane Marsh in 
responses to a request from a resident about establishing a “Blight Ordinance.”  The 
Board agreed to have the Planning & Zoning Chairman contact the Commission’s 
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attorney to see whether such a regulation could be established under Planning & 
Zoning (P & Z) regulations.  Attorney William Howard will be invited to discuss the 
matter at a Selectmen’s meeting, along with members of the P & Z and Zoning 
Enforcement Officer Cathie Jefferson.  A copy of Attorney Marsh’s letter is attached to 
these minutes. 
 
 
Suspense list for tax collector: 
 
No action required. 
 
 
Action on revised Design Advisory Board Job Description: 
 
Tabled. 
 
 
Streetscape  Grant –  Phase 4 (D.E.C.D.): 
 
Motion by Thompson, 2nd by Oliveria, to add to the agenda for discussion and action a 
$150,000 grant awarded to the town for a continuation of the Main Street Streetscape. 

APPROVED  3-0  
 
Smith requested a motion authorizing him to sign all documents and contracts 
implementation of the grant.  Motion by Thompson, 2nd Oliveria. 

APPROVED  3-0  
 
Building Fees for Regional District: 
 
Smith requested that the Board add to the agenda for discussion and action the 
matter of building permit fees for a project at John Winthrop Middle School.  Motion by 
Thompson, second by Oliveria to add the item.   A copy of Code Official Leighton’s 
letter is attached to these minutes.                   

APPROVED  3-0                    
 
Motion by Oliveria, second by Thompson, to waive the permit fees.  
                                                                                                                 APPROVED  3-0                    
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Any Other Business to Come Before this Board – Audience of Citizens: 
 
Chairman of the Community Health Committee Russell Marth offered a detailed 
update regarding the committee’s progress.  Marth said that they are working on a 26- 
item action list.  They have established a new fund, to replace the Memorial Fund, to 
be called the Deep River Community Fund, which has already received several 
hundred dollars in donations.  The current Memorial Fund, with approximately 
$72,000, will be spent down as per the decree by the Probate Court, before funds will 
be drawn from the new fund, donations to which will be fully tax deductible. 
 
 
Adjournment: 
 
Motion by Oliveria, 2nd by Thompson, to adjourn at 7:35 pm.  
           APPROVED  3-0 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Richard H. Smith 
 

Richard H. Smith 
First Selectman 
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