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Bridgewater Board of Finance
Town of Bridgewater
Town Hall e P.0.Box 216 e Bridgewater, CT 06752
Nancy Hawley, Chairman

BOARD OF FINANCE REGULAR MEETING
NOVEMBER 21, 2012

Board Members present: Walter Barlow, Lori Franklin, Nancy Hawley, Dennis MacDonald,
Michael Reed, Donald Shail

Guests present: Sharon Gawe, William MacGeorge, Tom Seger

Agenda ltem #1:
Call to order by Chairman Hawley at 7PM.

Agenda Item #2: Minutes of September 19, 2012 Regular Meeting
Motion by Michael Reed, with a second by Lori Franklin to accept the Minutes as presented.
Unanimously approved.

Agenda Item #3: Report from Treasurer

Expenses: Discussion of Town roads line item, Constable line item and vehicle line item.
Revenue: Discussion — no action taken.

Town Bank Account List —Reviewed

Burnham Fund Report — Reviewed

Agenda Item #3: Status of Audit

Auditor plans to begin work at Town Hall about December 3, 2012. If Town records have not
been returned by the FBI, for his review, the date may need to be changed.

The BOF will address the situation in December.

Agenda Item #4: Report from Tax Collector

Written report submitted by Tax Collector, Roberta Sinatra, regarding uncollectible property
taxes.

Motion offered by Walter Barlow with a second by Dennis MacDonald, to accept the letter of
recommended action. Unanimously approved.

Agenda Item #5: Resident State Trooper contract, re: open invoices
Chairman Hawley presented a copy of a letter she drafted on 11-21-2012, to the Board of
Selectmen, regarding a past due amount of 527,338.15, according to the current contract.

Following discussion, a Motion was offered by Michael Reed, with a second by Donald Shail, to
send the letter to the BOS. Unanimously approved.
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Agenda Item #6: Added items:

(1) Report from Dennis MacDonald, re: FOI complaint by Felicia Hoeniger

Motion to add above item to Agenda, offered by Dennis MacDonald with a second by Michael
Reed. Unanimously approved.

Mr. MacDonald presented an oral report of a recent phone call, with Ms. Hoeniger. During the
call, Ms. Hoeniger suggested the Board of Finance members should attend “FOI Training”.
Following discussion, the Board agreed they would be pleased to attend an FOI session. Mr.
MacDonald will return a phone call to Ms. Hoeniger regarding the Board’s decision.

(2) Discussion of Town Treasurer lawsuit

Motion to add above item to Agenda, offered by Walter Barlow with a second by Lori Franklin.
Unanimously approved.

Discussion — No action taken.

(3) Discussion of Richard Ryerson letter of October 10, 2012 and other correspondence, mailed
to Town residents

Motion to add above items to Agenda, offered by Michael Reed with a second by Dennis
MacDonald. Unanimously approved.

Following discussion with the Board and the public attendees, a Motion was offered by Walter

Barlow with a second by Lori Franklin to enter related correspondence items into the record,
which shall be filed with these Minutes. Unanimously approved.

*Comments from public attendees were addressed throughout the meeting. The complete audio
recording of the Meeting, is on file with the Town Clerk, in addition to the meeting Minutes.

At 7:58PM, a Motion to adjourn was offered by Michael Reed with a second by Walter Barlow.
Unanimously approved.

Respectfylly submitte

3 )

" Patricia D. Barlow, Clerk



TOWN OF BRIDGEWATER
44 Main Street South
P.O. Box 216
Bridgewater, CT 06752
Tel: 860-354-7076 Fax: 860-355-9144

November 21, 2012

Board of Selectmen

TOWN OF BRIDGEWATER
PO Box 216

Bridgewater, CT 06752

RE: Resident Trooper Contract

Gentlemen,

The Connecticut Department of Public Safety recently notified the Board of Finance
that the Town of Bridgewater is in arrears in its payments for the services of the
Resident State Trooper. According to the DPS, the Town currently has a past due
balance totaling $27,338.15.

The Town’s auditor has provided an initial opinion indicating the amount past due is a
liability as of 6/30/12 and will be noted as such on this year’s audit. According to the
current contract “If the Town disputes all or a portion of a pending invoice, it shall be the
responsibility of the Town CEO to notify the State Police in writing before payment is
due”. The Board of Finance respectfully requests copies of correspondence between
the Selectmen’s Office and the State Police detailing the dispute the Town has with the
billing.

Sincerely,

Nancy L. Hawley
Chairman, Board of Finance

cc:  Board of Finance Members
Enrico Melaragno, CPA, Charles Heaven & Company

Enc.
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Golobor 4, 2012

BI'IL"C&'V:H:;‘: Infand Wetlands Agency

F‘m( gmwater, CT 08752
RE: t {or Information Regarding Inland Wetlands Agsncy Aclions

Lo ‘\rc ion 223-42d-1 of the DEEP's Inland Vetiands and Watercourses

Dear Members of the Bridgswsater Inland Wetlands Agsncy:

Ths Wetlands Management Secticn of the inland Water Resources Division
"uF D) of the Dapartment of Ensrgy and Envirenmental Protection (DEEP]
=d a complaint regarding corain actions of the Bn cqvw ster inland ‘.'um!rm:}
Agency. The complaint was made by Mr. CPquu D Alingham ta Chery! AL Chase,
["msm: of the WRD, DEEP, in a four page !:~=u:§ ._)r:pum‘ ser 5, 2012, A copy of
::;;C” letter is aftached. Alsc attached for ,':ur review is a precading letier dafed August

7, 2012 received by the DEEP from Mr. Allingham’s ;-s.«.cs.rf‘ey Jehn Downey.

1

iMr, Allingham's letier -.'i“r‘s es that the Bridgewater Inland Weilands Agency has
fzilzd, over a period of t » addrass violations of the Br J gawaler inland wetiands
reguiations an ‘har&'g.re has failed to perform its duties under Connacicut Gereral
Statute LCGV‘ section 22a-42. In paricuiar, Mr. Allingham a e 2ges that the Town of
‘= Witliam Stuart, has instzallad er‘d maintained

w

P

Is
¢ =r's First Salectman, f'.ﬂ
numsarous horseback riding frails through weatlands and walercourses s without the proper
autharization from the B"dq water Inlznd Wellands Agency, *md that h”*—i = Hdgz—‘wa ar
Ifland Wetlands Agency has failed o enforce their inland wetlands reguiations with

regard 1 these activitias.
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The DELP ‘cquccta that you examine the facls and circumstances associatsd
with IMr. Al h Vs complaint znd re.s-m'w in writing {o the DEEP no iater than
November 15«3 20‘1... The response s“-sl pe—ciﬁcaily address these allegalions and
include any Bridgawater Inland Wetlands Agenc umantation such as mes
minutes, permis, crders, or other "‘rtaen maieri :
conciusions

W)



respense o Ms. D’lﬂ_y Mmh_r '%z'd‘vw,h-nagi snagament
sourcas Division, 78 E‘ 2 floor, Harfford, (‘T 061038
NS Tr_::':! free lo contact i ‘zf (B80) 424-3063

- Fé1 b=y s T,
Cheryl AL Chase, Direcior

Pifrnden - i . - -
intand Water Resourcos Division

CACTLWY

Encizzures
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October 10, 2012

To The Bridgewater Board of Finance and Residents of the Town of Bridgewater:

yerson and | attended the Town's Annual Mesting on May 25. 2012 «
budget. At that mesting, consideragle discourse on the Beard of

rore than doutle the new Town Treasurer's salary from $5.000 to

\fter a lengthy discussion, @ motion to reinstate the previcus Treasurer's
salary of $5,000 passed by a vote of 59 to 33 Inexplicably, the Board of Finance subsequently
failed to approve U ) t

3 11,8 300 was heard. 4“‘-

wits regormmendation. | boliove this was a bad dodivion made with

'\

false information whw v has compromisad the Board's credibility and is fueling a lawsuit now
under way by Mr. Caruse. Mr. Carusc is suing the Town for 3 salary of $31,500, the amount
praviously shared by two town employees.

Even maore szg ificantly, after the Town Meaeting ali Bndgewater residents receved a [aiter
signed oy Nancy Hawley {Board of Finance Chairy and Michael Reed (Board of Finance Vice-
Charr). Theywrola: “The statement offered at the May 26th, 2012 mesting that the
Treasurer's salary has been 55,000 is completely and utterly false’ " Attached | you will find
corrssponcence batween Joo Caruso and Nancy Hawiey (with copies ta Ned Bawaiu
Republican Party C h sirman and Michael Reed) dated November 16, 2011 — only da; aftar Mr
Caruse was elecied Tressurer. In this correspondence Mr. Caruso questioned his 55,000

to which Ms. Hawley rag_»h-:-d: “Your pay has not been downgraded. The previous Treasurer
was making roughly $5,000 per year. | am notf sure who gave you the impression that the
position was paid meore than that amount. When we discussed this Tuesday morning |
was genuinely shocked that you were not aware of the compensation...The current
arrangemert in the Treasurer’'s office of employing a bookkeeper along with the
Treasurer has been in place since Amy Aflingham resigned.”

I would liks to know why Caruso and Hawiey didn't send this corrzspondence to the entire
Bozrd of Finance. Why would they send it to only Vice Chzirman Reed znd the Chairman of the
Republican Town Committae, Ned Bandler? Had this correspondences gone to the entire Soard
of Finance i1 seems very likely that the debats over thae Treasurer's salary at the Annual Town
Mesting wouid never have happenad and the Caruso lawsuit may not have gone forward.

trus nas peen an ncredibie breach of etmes such that dirs. Hawiey and Mr. Read shouid resign
Further, | respactfuily ask that the Board of Finance, the Board of Szlecimen and the CT State
Ethics Board addrass this matter and take appropriate actions.

Sings r-:—:iy
;—s" S 2
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Richard R\n‘erc‘or
348 Chnshian Stres

~

Brcgewster, CT ry—; 32

Thie rrsiliss oo Baoyimn pasteombals e,
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October 23,2012

Nancy Fhaawley, Chatrman

Board of Finance
t’ (83 Bo\ lf‘

Prear Ms. Charrman:

On behalf of my client. George Allingham, | want to address issues raised in the DEEP
letter 1o the Inland Werlands Commission as it relates o the mission of the Board of Finance
{copy of October 4, 2012 lenter attached).

The DEER. in its letter o the Wetlunds Commission of Bridgewater. has instructed the
Comunission to address all coraplaints made in the letter of Mr. Allingham.

In stnations somewhat sorsifar to this, 10 1s not encommean for the Selectman and his
fellow Selecunen to autherize the hinng of ewtside counsel. Since most of the complaints made
in Mr. Allingham’s fetter to the DEEP involve either the conduct of William Siu;xn, the Fimst

Sclectman, or his co-Sclectmen, Mr, Curtis Rc::ci it would be inappropriate for Mr. Stuart or Mr.

Reed to have anvthing 1o do with the hiring of outside counsel to help the Infund Wetlands
Commission 1o investigate and respond to the DEEP mandate. That is why | suggest that the
Bowd of Finunce nat authorize and approve the funding for the selection of counsel that
eranites from the Scicctman™s oftice.

I know that this propesal presents some challenges (o the Board of Finance. but this ix o
time when the cthics and propricty of the situation compel the Board of Finance to take a stand
against the sell~serving selection that prebubly would tzke place when the Selectmen decide
mmh outside counsel will assist the Inland Wetlands Commission in investizating and
responding the DEEP order.

Very truly vourses

-, e 7Y, g
’\‘ L P TR ey

fuhr\ i\ Pownaey

George Allingham
Board ol Sclectmen
Charrman, Inland Wetlands Commission

FRE S TS




November 1, 24112
Nancy Hawley, Chatrman
Board of Finaoce

P.O. Box 216
Bridgewater, CT 06732

Re: Infand Wetands Commissions
Letter from Attorney Joln I Downey
car Nanoy.,
I am in receipt of’ Attorney John K. Downey’s letier to you dated October 25, 2012, regarding
George Allingham's complaint involving the Bridgewater Inland Wetlands Commission to

the Connecticut Department of Encrgy & Environmental Protection (DEEP) and the DEEP's
response dated October £, 2012,

Please be advised that the Bridgewater Inlund Wetlands Commission has been for a long
number of years and presently is represented by the law firm of Murtha Cullina, LLP, The
Inlead Wetlands Commission has aand will continue to unilize the leoal services of Murtha
Culina in this and all other matters requiring legal assistance. Atthe present time, there 1s no
need for or intenton of the Board of Selectmen o appoint different outside counsel, or for
the Board of Finance to be concerned about or involved in this matter.

Very wuly yours,

e

-~ Fred L. Baker
/ FredwiBaker-law.com

(__ FLBAst

7

Cler Anomey John R, Downey
Members of the Board of Selcctnen
Members of the Boasd of Finance
Members of Inland Wetlands Commission

(2031 TI2-8765 = Fax [203) 791
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November 7. 2012

\;amﬂ; Hm.wl:?\f. {hairman
Beard of Finance
PO Box 216

Rridoewater, (U1 (6752

Fe: November 1. 2012 letter of Frod Baker
Proar Ms. Chairman:

want to respond te Mr. Baker's letter regarding the DERP and the mrgma ater Inland Wetlands
) sed vou that ‘h rre 15 no need for “the Boar

£

-

{ommission. M Boker ady Bo
concerned about or involved 1o this matter.” o with Mr. Baker.

Y EF

of Finance to be

Cu

One fundamental purpose of 2 beard of fimance is w provide a check on the expenses incurred by

the town., [n Be cater, the selectmen authorize payment for all attorneys who provide tegal
services W the wran, Regardless o whether vour beland Wetland Comimission uuim::, MMurtlia

Cuilina, LLP.. or any other attorney sclected and paid by the selectman, vour hoard alvways hus
an oblivation to consider whether the expenditure is appropriate. As & matter of a law, the

assertion that vour board does not have 1o be concerned about & Neancial expenditure in vour
town 1 contrary o veur leeal obligation.

The compluint to the DEEP sllepes inaction by the Inland Wettands Commission in multiple

vielations created by the first selectman. Whether the members acted willfully or neglige

does pot matter. In cither case the mdividual members may be personally Lisble G ther own
conduct. The obligation of a municipality 1o zléhzmmi:.‘ members of local boards and
commussion for damages o property is cedifted in Connecticut General Statute § 32-537n and 1t
provides that members are personally responsi
misconduct, and negligent omissions wi
functiion of teir authority,

e for acts or amissions which constiture williud

ich require the exercise of discretion as an official

Bevond the
vour board

pzmrux*l l;.% u i o acknow

ion itself. there are addittonal financial oversight issues for

v of your selectman have contlicts of interest which they have

B, ”‘a our first sefectman has a contlict of interest because he is has
intentionally ereated the wetland violations acro ¢ town for his own private financral pain.




MNancy Hawley, Chairman
November 7, 2012

Puage 2

Yaou have another selectman who s simultancously sitling as a voting member of the Inlund
Wetla “lda “ammission and he has actively participated in the events uhrch are the subject of the
DELP complaint. These elected officials should not be permitied 1o have the town pay for legul

services which benelit themselves.

You reeeived a letter dated Novemnber 12012, from the town attornev Fred Baker, Curiously,

Mr. Baker does not i ‘ot iﬁ who instructed him to prepare the letter, This is important because,
if he is not solely representing the mmterests of your board, you might consider obtaining an
mdependem up-mun To iarmcr compound the confusion of who Mr. Buker is representing at

this peinl in time, on information and belief, he has been representing the first sefeciman

;}xrt.nm Hy tm‘ vears. Belore you approve ¢ the C}:pt.r‘:u]ldr& for his tirme vou should determine who

1

authorized him W prepuse ihe fetter and whether his work benefited vour town.

Please note that I have sent 2 copy of this letier to the Connecticut State Ethics Commission and
the Conpecticut Office of Policy and Management. | have reque osted 4 them bo l 10 prov iéc
cversight on this matter because 11 appears thal elected officials 1th clear conflicts of intwerest
have continued to participate in officlal action which benetits the msdu s personally

Sincerely,

Iu 11 R Dov ney

JRDvds
ot Fred Baker, Hsq.

Hoard of hx.ia.&,;nmn
oard of Finance
nland Wedands Commission

z W
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