Planning Board Meeting

October 6, 2009
Members Present: Chair Fran Cusson, Lucien Langlois, Greg Estrella, Julie Cooney, Ralph Collins, Aline Boucher; Ernie Allain, Laura Jamison, and Councilor McCue

Members Excused: Susan Tremblay, Dave Morin

Members Absent: Andre Duchesne, Dan Malone
Chair Cusson appointed Laura Jamison & Greg Estrella as voting members for this meeting.
Public Comments: None

September Minutes:  Mr. Allain stated that in the sixth paragraph on page 2, last sentence, we should strike the word “come.”  Ms. Boucher moved to approve the minutes with the noted correction, seconded by Mr. Estrella, all members voted in favor.

Major Subdivision, Continued, Dillon Investments, LLC – Kilkenney Heights:
Ms. Laflamme went over the proposed set of conditions for the project with the board and the three waivers being sought by the applicant.  The board spent time reviewing each of the proposed conditions and refined them into a list that satisfied both the board and the applicant.  
Ms. Jamison moved to accept the following three waivers to the City's road standards and subdivision regulations as proposed, providing that items 1 and 2 are monitored by a city official or designee:

1. The minimum cover on culverts would be three feet;

2. The roadway would be constructed with 8 inches of gravel cover rather than the 12 inches specified.

3. The topography shown on the completed plat shall be shown at 10 foot contours as opposed to the normally required 2 foot contours and the scale of the plan shall be drawn at one inch will equal 400 feet instead of the normal one inch equaling 50 feet.

Ms. Boucher seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.

Ms. Boucher moved to approve the major subdivision plan for Dillon Investments, LLC, with the following conditions, the motion was seconded by Ms. Cooney and the board voted in favor of the motion:
1. Receipt of permit approvals from NH Department of Environmental Services related to the following permits:

a. Wetlands Permit/Dredge & Fill Permit

b. Alteration of Terrain Permit
2. Street names for the proposed subdivision, Kilkenny Heights shall be submitted to the City Council for approval.
3. Streets need to be dedicated to the City Council and accepted by the City Council.  Request for acceptance shall be made only after fifty one percent of the lots are sold and certificate of occupancy are issued.

4. As per the Subdivision & Street Regulations for the City of Berlin, the streets will not be accepted by the City of Berlin until fifty-one percent of the lots are sold and certificates of occupancy have been issued.

5. Receipt of approval from NHDOT District One related to the main entrance to the development from NH Route 110. 
6. Receipt of submission & final approval from US Environmental Protection Agency, Region One, related to the Stormwater Management & Erosion Control permit.

7. The applicant shall work with the Fire Department to develop an acceptable fire suppression plan for the first phase of the project.  Approval from the Fire Department must be received by the Planning Department before any building permits will be allowed.

8. Street lighting per the standard of Public Service of NH shall be installed at each entrance of the subdivision and at every intersection inside the subdivision for safety of residents and emergency responders.
9. If for any reason any of the roads shown on the plan are not constructed as drawn, temporary cul-de-sacs shall be constructed at the new end of any dead end roads to facilitate plowing and road maintenance by Public Works.  The applicant shall review this turnaround with the Public Works Director and the appropriate representative from the Berlin Fire Department.

10. Any changes to the plans as presented to the Planning Board in October 2009 shall be reviewed by the City Planner and any other City Staff as deemed necessary, any changes that are considered significant changes shall be brought back to the Planning Board for their review and a public hearing shall be held at that time at the expense of the applicant.
11. As built plans shall be provided to the Planning Department showing utilities, rights-of-way, streets, and lighting locations.
12.  No building permits shall be issued until conditions 1, 2, 5, 6, and 7 are completed and satisfied.

Public comments:  None
Member Comments:  Mr. Langlois mentioned he thought the master plan process was going well & enjoyed the discussion at the last meeting.  The board had a brief discussion about the upcoming completion of the project which will be discussed in more detail at the meeting on Wednesday October 7, 6PM, at AVH.
Planner Comments: Ms. Laflamme reminded the board that if anyone else wanted to sign up for the Fall OEP conference the deadline to register is Friday.  Ms. Laflamme gave the board updates on the Route 110 project and the Riverside Heights project.  The board also discussed upcoming zoning ordinance discussions and the newly passed overlay zone for Mt. Forist.  The board also discussed the City’s application for an Urban Exemption to NHDES related to shoreland protection areas along the Androscoggin River.  The board agreed that rather than stopping the exemption at the Twelfth Street Bridge, the application should be related to the entire river length inside the City limits.
Councilor McCue asked that the board review the lot sizing and frontage issue in the Business General zone; Ms. Laflamme indicated she would put the item on the November agenda.
Ms. Boucher made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Ms. Cooney.  All members voted in favor of the motion.  Next meeting Tuesday November 3, 2009.
