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Mesting was called to order at  7:36 oM. aAM, 66 and EM were
presant when the meeting began. EN and JM came in & little
latar. Board's consultant, Philip BE. Herr, who was also present,
came in at 752 p.m.

SUBMISSIONS

Mark DiCristoforo is here regarding the 81-F which he presented
for Wrentham Road at the last meeting.

Clerk euplains  that P, Herr reviewsed +the plam  at the Board®s

racguest ., He said that the guestion had to do with the lot shape
factor, It is a question which the applicant™s suwrvevor. should
answer. However, he did the calculations and found that the plan

met the lot shape factor for the Town as indicated in the Zoning
Bylaw.

EM states there is an existing house and there is a horseshoe in
the back. There is 807 of frontage on one side and 1407 by
itself. The applicant couwld go for a variance on the other side.
It is an odd shaped lot. He makes a motion to sign the 81-P,
Form & for Wrentham Road. G6 seconds motion. Unanimous vobe of
AM, GO and EM.

EM makes a motion to sign the June 28, 1991 minutes. GO seconcds
motion. Unanimous vote of & (aM, GG and EM).

EN and F. Herr doin the discussion at 7:52 p.m.
INFORMAL DISCUSSION WITH JOWN DONOVAN TO REVIEW FRE-PREL IMINARY

SUBDIVISION DRAWING FOR FOSSIBLE RESIDENTIAL DEVELOFMENT AT 114
N. MAIN STREET

AM abstains from the discussion berause her company has done worlk
tor John Donovan and he has worked for them.

John Donovan explains that he has a one lot subdivision which he
wants to divide into two.
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EM looks at the plan and states that he does nob remember a
Donovan Circle at No. Main Streest.

J. Donovan explains that there isn’t such a streest but they Jdust
had to put in a landmark.

GG states it is across from High Street.

Jo Donovan states that Al Forenzi, the engineer, designed this as
a conocept. They wanted to krnow i+ it meets the Toning
regulations. He believes that it does meet with the frontage and
Al e .

Fo Herr asks if they ever proposed a subdivision there bhefare.

EM indicates that it was not proposed as a subdivision but as a
Zoning Board of Appeals variance.

Jo Donovan points out that they went to  the Zoning  Board of
Appeals for a variance for the frontage.

F. Herr asks the reason why it was denied.

d.  Donovan responds  that they did not want to create  an
undersized lot.

Fo Herr looks at the plan and asks if they are proposing that the
road - go that way.

J. Donovan would ifF it nesded to be.

GE states that he would never approve this. It is the same as
having 50°% less,

F. Herr states they have the minimum length for a cul ~de-sarc. It
is clear this is not a genuine subdivision. This is an effort to
reverse the decision of the ZB4.

EM asks what the total frontage is.

J. Donovan responds it is 2000,

EM does not think that this sounds like an off the wall variance
request to dust vary it 257, He does not think it was drawn like

¥
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this when it went there. They could make one legit. It is 500
short.  He asks why this does not qualify for a backlot.

Fu. Herr responds that there is not enough area.

B. lLord notes that it probably has  the same frontage as
everything else in the area.

Jo Donovan states that a lot of the houses have under 1257,
F. Herr has mno problem with dividing 2 lots but not this way.
Jo Daonovan notes that this is dust a concept.

EM asks what the square footage regquirement is.

J. Donovan responds that it is 20,000 sguare feet.

B. Lord states that the frontage is 1257,

J. Donovan points out that they would actually have more it the
circle was taken out.

EM asks what is behind the lot.

J. Donovan responds that there are houses and another street, The
land has a good perc rate. He had it perced two vears ago. It
is over 107 higher than the water line. He bringz out & smaller
plan  and explains that this is another way they were thinking
about doing this with a cul-de-sac and a road Qoing in.

Fo Herr states that one could argue that the public would benefit
from this one. They would have two houses using a single egress.
It would not be built as a street, but it would be built as a
driveway. It would wind up being one driveway as 1f it were
never divided.

66 states that part of the stipulation would be that it could
never be a right of way.

F. Herr indicates that is correct. In Blackstone a guy came in
and did something like this. He had a lot of land. He
stipulated that it would remain two lots forever, | Mow he wants
three lots. The Flanning Board said no so now they are in court.
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J. Donovan notes that this could not get bigger.

F. Herr bealieves that they have a better shot with the seoorie
plan. He can not see how the Board could refuse it assuming that
the numbers are there and provided that he wanted to put in the
sidewalks, drainage and other requirements. The reality question
is whether or not the Board would waive daing s=some of those
things for two lots which is essentially & one lot subdivision.

EM notes that without the waivers it would cost the daevel oper a
fortune to do evervything.

GG thinks  that the Board would be setting a precedent for the
number of lots.

dM doins the discussion at 2:03 p.m.
GG states that ¥ the developer wanted to make the road
improvements, that would bhe fine. Otherwise, he does not know

whather or not it would be approved.

EM indicates that he certainly can apply, but the Board does not
briow what the outcoms would be.

Fo Herr points out that a conforming subdivision cartainly would
be approved but there is no obligation on the part of the Board
to grant the waivers.

J. Donovan asks where he can find the road reaquirements,

F. Herr responds that they are listed in the Subdivision Ful es
and Regulations for the Town of Bellingham which are available at

the Town Clerk s office.

J. Donovan asks if it would be possible to waive some of the
requiremants.

EM notes that ves, the Board usually only regquires a sidewall on
ong side instead of two.

GG points out  that the Fire Chief would want a fire hydirant at
the end of the cul-de-sac with a 12" main.

EM states that they would have to have catch basins as well,

4
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DISCUSSION WITH BUILDING INSFECTOR AND F. HERR RE: FOSSIBLE
ZONING BYLAW CHANGES FOR FPORTABLE SIGNS, ZONING TECHNICAL ISSUES,
MAFLE STREET REZONING

Fa Herr notes that the real purpose of this discussion is to
obtain John Emidy’™s views on the things which have been proposed,.

J. Emidy likes the idea of portable tenporary siagns. He has a
question relative to & months within the life of the building
within a calendar year. He guestions when the & months would be
commencing from.

Fo Herr exuplains that it means that the sign will be removed or
Charnged within & months,

J. Emidy asks what will be changed.

Fo.o Herr states that the letters would be changed. I+ they leave
it alone for more than & months with the same lettering and same
location it can not be a temporary S100M.

J. Emidy notes that some stores have hamburg on sale one week and
chicken the mext.

F. Herr states that those are tempoary signs. They satisfy the
rules of a tempoary sign rather than a permanent  sign. The &
months is an arbitrary number. They could make it more or less,

Joalhn Emidy  states that whoever has portable signs mow  would be
grandfathered in.

F. Herr notes that is not the case i¥ the aign is illegal now. He
thinks that many of the portable signs are temporary signs and
are illegal. The ones that are now legal would be grandfathered
in. He refers o page 21 of the Zoning Bylaw under Section F120,
Fermitted Temporary Signs in A11 Districts.

J . Emidy states that there is no time limit now except for
permanent signs. He refers to Section 3144 which states that all
2igns can not  be more than 3 square fest par gaquare  footage of
the lot frontage.

F. Herr indicates that the Town's rules for tempoary signs are
permissive now. HMe states that Section 3121 on page 21 refers to

=
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temporary signs. Sections 3211 to 3196 are not limited by  the 3
square foolt per sguare feet of the lot frontage. That refers to
the limitations on permanent signs. One could Mave a 20° sign

dealing with construction.
Jo Emidy would go with Section 3144,

EN states that otherwise someone would have 3 or 4 zigns on the
samg plece of property.

F. Herr refers to someone having a for sale sign  on their
oroperty.

EM ztates that there are exceptions.

Fo Herr notes that is what Sections 3122 to 3126 are for. John
Emidy is reading it another way. If there is an ambiguity they
should clear it up. Under Section 3140 deals with permanent
S8iQns. The Town®s =sign law in general is too loose. It is

unfair to sav that because someone used up their sign space, they
can not put up a for sale sign.

EM refers to Franklin Village where they have signe on the back

of the buildings Facing the highway. The theatre lists the
movies on the back of the building. He is wondering about Wal

Mart and what thevy will $fall under.

F. Herr states that the signs can cover 20% of evervy wall of the
building.

J. Emidy asks if the 3 sguare feet of lot frontage appliss.

F. Herr responds that ves it would constrain them. Stallbrook™s
is limited. They will have a fresstanding sign on the side of

the road and they can put one on the building.

EM notes that Franklin Village®s sign is a good looking sign.
There is nothing wrong with it. They are trying to limit Junky
S10ONS,

JM helieves that the Board is doing the same thing which they
have done before. They are creating or changing Zaning Bylaws
because of one person who circumvented the 1aw.
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EM does not want to hurt WalMart.
JM thinks they can trust WalMart to do the right thing.

F. Herr states that nothing which they are doing now will sffect
them, not only because they are grandfathered but also because
this deals with portable signs. He notes that Bruce Lord said if
they treat temporary signs different than permanant  signs, they
will need to have a basis of raticnale.

A Board Member asks how can they have permanent signs without
restrictions, but temporary signs with clear vision above grade.

Fo Herr states that is true. They want to make sure that people
do not put up ugly temporary signs near the road if they can not
put them wup high. They will have clear vision to &° above grade.
That will apply to all signs not dust temporary B5igns.

Jo Emidy doss not like cigarette signs and banners. They are an
SYeRarea,

EM asks it the police can make a business owner move & zign i€ it

is blocking vision.

Fo Herr thinks they can suggest that it  be moved, but they have
no avthoritv. They will get that with this Bylaw for permanent
and temporary signs.

Jo Emidy asiks about the maxioum amount of time a temporary sign
is oallowed. He asks about a lit arrow on a sign.

Fo Herr does not think that sounds like it ig allowsd. He thinks
they will have limits on  the total amount. They will have a
saries of limits +for temporary signs. It reads 20 square feetb
for construction signs. He thinks that cigarette banners are all
illegal.

EM asks about a limit on the number of signs a business may have.
Fo Herr states that permanent  signs are  another issus. For
parmanent signe there is no limit. They can have as many as thay
want as long as they meset the I square fest per lot frontage.

Jo Emidy asks about a time limit. & months is a long time for
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temporary signs. They are usually for a particular advertising
R OSE.

Fo Herr indicates that there is actually no limit. A temporary
gign is likely to stay up for &6 months. If they do not sell the
building, there is nothing which says they have to take it down.
It could twn out to be forever and still be tenporary.

EM  asks about a limit that after 90 davs a permanent sign has to
bhe constructed.

F. Herr states that 2 lot of town's do that, The most common
type effected would he real sstates actions,

F. Herr states that ves there is a2 problem with having banner
signs forever like when they are used for rental purposes, He
does not think  that a sign being there for too long  is grounds
for taking it down.

dM states that some stores take down cigarette signs and put up
MEW OneEs.

EM states that garages uses banners and flags. He doss not know
that this stops that.

F. Herr will show the Board something dealing with a sign limit
next time.

DISCUSSION RE: ZONING TECHNICAL ISSUES

Clerk reads letter from Town Counsel, dated December 16, 1291,
relative to Zoning Technical Fevisions, wherein he states that he
has reviszwed the proposed Amendments forwarded to his office on
December &, 1991 and found the same to be acceptable as to form.
He has an overall concern with the modifications contained in
Section 1421, and should like to propose the following, not as a
substitute, but as a subject matter for discussion with the
Board. His reasons for doing same are based upon the history
that we have had with regard to interpretations by parties
involved, and whether or not their actions constitute steps which
wowld reguire the kick-in of development plan approval. He
suggests as a substitute, the following: Any additional building

8
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or  addition containing 1,000 or more gross sguare Ffeet floor
area, or if larger 1,000 increases the existing footprint by 10%
ar  more. Alteration to a parking facility having ten (10) or
more Spaces, which diminishes existing parking below the
reguirements of Section 3300 or  which regquires four (4) ar more
additional parking spaces. The changes theresafter are acceptable.
He is unsure of the Board’s exact intent, and would suggest that
if the Board does not want to be bothered by some modifications
that are smaller in number, then perhaps they could achisve the
goal by substituting the four 4) or mors spaces o a larger
number.  He would be pleased to confer with the Board with egard
to these suggestions.

F. Herr states there iz an alternative way to get at - what
Attorney Ambler wants. He would like to discuss it with him. It
is critical because he ig suggesting a substantive substitution.
Making a change to the parking lot of reducing or adding four or
more spaces is subiect to Development Flan Review. I€ . it shill
complies with zoning, they would dust be shuffling the parking
BIADRE .,

EM rnotes that is true unless they disturb the side of the road,

F. Herr states that the Board would not look at it. The Building
Inspector would be the one to review it.

EN asks about changing the use of a boailding.

EM states that if one has not changed the size of the building,
they can still do it.

J. Emidy states that is unless changing the use requires more
parking spaces.

EM asks it it would be caught at the Building Inspector’s end.
Jo Emidy responds that it would bhe.

EN states that a lot of changes depend on a business in  a
particular part of a plaza.

Jo Emidy would like to keep one  thing the same in  the proposed
Zoning Bvlaw. They propose changing the S00 square feet to
1,000, He would like to keep it at 1,000, He thinks that aver

g
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GO0 sguare feet  would require Development FPlan Review. Theay
still have to give him a site plan to comply with the building
code.

EM notes that if one has to come before the BRoard the plans have
to be done by an engineer.

J. Emidy states that it could be a professional architect,

F. Herr does not  think that changing from S00 to 1,000 square
feet is crucial.

EM stateszs that befors it was changed previously, it was a
dudgment call on the part of the Building Inspector.

J. Emidy notes that in other towns a proposed two family dwelling
would have to go before the Flanning Board. The Town of Graftton
has that. He would like to keep it the same.

Fo Harr thinks that 500 sguare feet is awful small for someone to
have to come to the Flanning Board for Development Flan Review.
It is like a two car garage.

J. Emidy would like to keep it the same size and have it sent to
the Flanning Board for review. He refers to Section 1422(h) which
lists the distribution list for Development Flan Review. He
would like to be added to the list.

F. Herr had presumed that hs would get the information for review
along with evervone slse. He will add the Building Inspector to
the list.

J. Emidy notes that he no longer sees the site plans - which are
submitlbed. They go right to the Town Engineer, He refers to
Sections 33320 and 3331 parking design surfacing. The last +time
he was in Court relative to the Dmytryck on Farm Street, he lost
because the Bylaw does not say that the driveway had to be paved.
ALl reguired parking areas and driveways should be surfaced and
pavead.

EM thinks it is a Judgment call on  the part of the Building
Inspector. He does not think they should have +o pave a
contractor®s vard because it will bust L .

10
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F. Herr notes that there is an exemption but that is up to the
Flanning Board. There are cases when it does not made sense to
pave and the Planning Board will waive pavement.

J. Emidy refers to Section 4110 relative to  Home Occupations.
There are a couple of definitions which are unclear relative to
machine shop. He is unsure about the type of machinery and
metals allowed., He also refers to Section 4112 which lists the
home ococupations which are paermitted without the necessity of a
Special Fermit. He refers to beauty shops where chemicals are
used and traffic is created.

F. Merr notes that has been a problem.

J Emidy has had a couple of other instances which have been
questionable.

EM states that there is a noise control law which should taks
care of soms of these problems.

J. Emidy does not have measuring devices. The Town does not have
a meter monitor which costs about $10, 000,

"« Herr states that the Home Ooecupation Section was authored by
Bern Byron in 1951, It doss not make sense to lisk certain ones.

J. Emidy is interested in the kind of machines which can be used.

Fo Herr believes it is a cumbersome and impossible task to take
on. He refers to Section 4111(d) which states that no offensive

noise, vibration, smoke, dust, odors, heat or glare shall hbe
produced. I they reopen the list, they will regopen all  the

guesticons like whethser or fot people want to have a beauty parlor
naext to them.

J.  Emidy states that there was a guy who was calling elderly
people from his home trying to solicit business. He sent him Lo
the ZEA.

Fo Herr states that was the right thing to do. As to  what mav b
allowed for a specific attribute, that has to go for a special
permit from the IRA.

J. Emidy points out that a veterinarian has to go hefore the 7RA

11
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but if he was a doctor he would not have to Qe

E. Lord states that anv home occupation requires a permit.

EM states they have to be registered with the Town Clerk.

Jo Emidy  states that Town Counsel told him the Town is putting
itseld up for liability if they give a permit for something whi
is an allowsd home occupation.

F. Herr states that expecting people to go through with getting =
permit is not necessary.

EM indicates that some of the home ctoupations have to he
regulated and some do not.

Fo Herr brings up an instance where one could do wholesale auto
sales all on the phone from home.

EM  knows someons who doss that. Mo one ever goes to his houss.
They have to be registered with the town. He had to get a plate

and & home cocoupancy permit. The Registry said he had to have a
sign and a swface facility.

Jo Emidy had someone come to him with a massage business. The
masseuse brought people home Lo massage them. The person argued
that it is medicine related and she was licensed by the Depht. of
Health.

EM notes that the problem with someone operating & barhershon or
masseuse from home is that people are in  and out disturbing
traffic in the neighborhood. The are providing a service.

J.o Emidy  does not think that it is medicine related. Me refsrs
to Section 4117 which states that other home ooocupations which
have similar attributes may be allowed on SGpecial Fermit from the
Board of Appeals. A lot of time the ZIHA does not approve tham
because they can not it them into  the categorises. He had a
second instance recently with a nayvohologist. He would group it

with medicine related but it is not similar.
F.o Herr suggests that be sent to the 7EA.
Jo Emidy  states the problem is hey are looking for attributes

12
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which will look for something in  the same category  rather than
looking at each one individually.

EM suggests they add a line which states as approaved v the ZRO.

Jo Emidy thinks that if it is too broad, it would almost be like
one is entitled to it.

EM thinks that mavbe they should leave well enough alone.

Fo Herr will look at it and in particular the issue raelative to
similar attributes.

" Emidy refers to  an accesaory structure, a small shaed of 48
square feel. Article V defines yard. He reads the definition

from page S9& which states that a Yard is an area open to the skyy
located between a streeset or other proparity line and any structure
or element thereof obther than a fence, wall, tool shed or similar
accessory  structure having not more  than 48 square  $fesh plan
area, other customary vard accessory, or a projection &l lowsd o
encroach on building lines by the State Building Code, and fres
of any storage of materials or manufactursd products. He has sent
a lot of people with irregular shaped lots to the ZEA. Some of
them want to put their sheds 20° away from the septic and their
lots are too small.

EM states that it can be changed to state right to the lot line.

J. Emidy indicates that the maximum size for a4 shed is still 48
stiuare feet.

B. Lord notes that the problem is that the neighbor may not want
the shed next to his house.

EN states that most of the sheds are portable structures anvway.

J.o Emidy points out that the Board of Health will not allow them
to put the shed within 20° of the septic. He doss not think it
should be on top of the septic but it could he 5° to the rear or

on the side.

EM states that the reason why they do not want it to be right to
the lot line instead of 5° $rom it is because of neighborhoods
like Wethesrafield whers residents would use the 5° 5 put dunk

q
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behind the shed. The resident would not sze the Jumk but his
rieighbor behind him would see it. He does not  know if they
should make it bigger.

Jo Emidy thinks they could go owith an B » 12° shed.

G points out that there is an 8° » 197 shaed on %ilver Svenus in
a fromt vard. It is an eyesore when he pulls down the street,

EM states that most of the sheds are metal and tamporary.,

GG thinks that if theyv give a guy the option of putting up an @°

¥ 127 shed, they will do it. At least now  the neighbors are
notified because they have to go to the IBA to apply for a larger
shed. It gives the neighbors the opportunity to voice  their

complaints.
B. Lord rnotes that sheds are atitractive to amimals,

GG believes that an 8 % &° is small, an 8" » 8° ig fine, but he
does not want to see an 87 u 127,

J. Emidy states that thers can only be one shed on a property.

GG states that the guy on  Silver Avenue drives his motorcvole
into his shed on a ramp.

JM does not think that 12° % 8° is that large.

E. Lord thinks that the neighbors  shouwld be consulted for
anything larger than &° x 8°, -

GG makes a motion to increase the shad reguirement to B w107,
JM o has a 127 x 8 shed.

J. Emidy states that now it is 5 from the side or rear. He
thinks it should state that one shed is allowsd next o the 1ot

line.

GG notes that in Woonsocket the sheds are back to fromt or bBarck
to the sidevard. It keeps visibility in the front vard perfect,

B. Lord asks why they do not say that the sheds on the allowsd at
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the property ling with the exception of the front lot line. It
is normal to have it situated back from the front line.

F. Herr notes that 66 made a motion +o increase the shed
regquiremaent to 8% x 107 to the 1ot line which would apply to the
raar and sidevard and not the front.

EM seconds motion. Unanimous vote of 5 to increase the
requirment.

Fo Herr will draft a bylaw noting that change.

J. Emidy refers to a response which he received from Town Counsel
relative to a question which he had regarding a kennel in town.

Clerk reads Attorney Ambkler’s letter, dated December 20, 1991,
wherein he states that he suggest the following be proposed to
the Planning Board for purposes of a modification of the Zoning
Bylaws for the Town of Bellingham. ALl in Article V.
Detinitions. Substitute the word “premises" for the word "lot®
relative to Animal Kennel or Hospital so that the same will @ read
ag follows: "Lot used for the harboring and/or care of more than
three (3 dogs or  other domestic non-farm  animals three ()
months old or over. Use shall be s0 classified regardless of the
purpose for which the animals are maintained, or whethsr fess are
charged or not". Amend Article Y. Definitions "Lot" by deleting
"in one ownership" so that the same reads Lot. An area of land
with definite boundaries ascertainable by recorded deed or plan
and uszed or set aside and available for use as the site of one or
more buildings or for any other detinite purpose”,

F. Herr guestions the lot.

J. Emidy responds  that there was a two family on one lot which
allowed & dogs.

F. Herr asks Clerk to give him a copy of Town Counsel's lstter =o
he can review it.

INFORMAL DISCUSSION WITH EBRUCE LORD, ESO. RE: WONG FROFERTY,
HARTFORD AVENLIE

B. Lord explains that this is the former Stony Ridge Condominium
development which has been purchased by a new owner,  Slexander
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Development. They would like +o develop as single family homes
because there ig no condo market right " now.  lnder Cthe
subdivision regulations, they are reqguired to have two entrances,
The question is whether or Pnot  the Board will reguire two
entrances. They can do the same develooment with one srntrance
which they can build right across from the entrance for Fafard' s
Shoppes at City Lights.

JM guestions the number of units.

B. Lord responds they are proposing 37 homes. With two Entrances,
they are in line with zoning. For traffic purposes it would be

hetter to have one entrance.
AM guestions the number of condos which were approved.
EM responds they had 49 condos plus 8 duplexss.

Fo Herr explains that the reason for two SQresses is  what would
appen it they only had one and it was blocked.

EM notes  that Elm Estates has only one egress  because it was
safer than two.

6L suggests they have a grass strip in the middle to divide the
road for incoming and outgoing traffic.

F. Herr  asks 1if  they looked at  the aquestion of having an
anargency sgress out,

B. Lord does not really think they can do that because it is all
Built up.

F. Herr asks about Hartford Avernus.

B. Lord suplains that this is still a concept plan.  They think
it makes sense to have one egress, It would save them a lot of
engineering if they knew right away if the Board thought they
should have one or two sgresses.

F. Herr states that one entrance rather than two is better: for
traffic but the Board could limit the number of lots which can be
develaped consistent with the rule.
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GG states that an in and ocut drive would at least give them 12°
on the other side.

Fo Herr states there are two issues regarding blockage. The
Water Dept. does not like deadends. hey like to ses water

loops. They prefer one entrance instead of two,
GG thinks they should go with one BT EEES,

F. Herr states that at 8. Main Hilltop there iz room  to put in
more lots.

B. Lord indicates they did not  have enocugh frontage to  put two
roads in.  They want to enswre the entrance one way or ancohher.

GG notes  that the plan does not show  the intersection of
126/Hartford Avenue.

B. Lord thinks that for satety reasons it would be gaslier to have
Ore egQress. They will not have drivewavs backing out to Hartftord
AVETILIE,

Don Nielson, engineer, states that the land in back im oall well
draining gravel. A Bbotanist went out  to try  and find zome
wetlands but could not.

AM asks how they can have water but no wetlands.

EN is concerned about the traffic.

E. Lord states that this plan is better than Stony Ridges. Theay
are planning to match up with Fafard®s entrance to e more
consistent with the tratfic. Ideally, he thinks that this should

be commercial property, but the Town thinks otherwise.

EM notes that the neighbors wanted to rezone. They could go
affordable but are not.

Fo Herr states that thisz will be a long road with double lots
gimilar to Flagg Drive,

GENERAL DISCUSSION

Clerk reads letter from Denis Fraine, dated December S, 19
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wherein he states that the Selesctmen reguest  that the Flanning

Board review the possibility of adopting a Bylaw which provides
for the fencing in of retention ponds prior  to the convevances of
gasemant to the Town for all futwre projects. The Selectmen have
had ssveral complaints from residents  with regard  to safsty
hazards these ponds present when children reside nearby.,

Fo Herr states that is someéthing which can be put in  the
subdivision regulations.

EM asks why the Board can not  do away with retention ponds and
nat allow them at all.

F. Herr states that they can if they want to take on the
Conservation Commission to let people  screw up the wetlands.
They would end up having to build galleys underground.

GG states that there is a negative factor to fercing in. It
becomes more appealing and intriguing +to children. If two kids
go over the fence and one is drowning, the second kid may nat bhe
ahle to get out to get help.

AM thinks that fences are an eyesore.
G does not believe that the Selectmen are thinking about the
negative factors. The other questicons involve what type of fence

they would have: chainlink or wood.

Fo Herr thinks they could schedule an event to discuss  storm

water management, detention facilities and alternatives. “They
could  invite the Selectmen, Town Engineer, Town  Counsel,

Conservation Commission and engineers who commonly practice in
the Town to try o come up with a solution.

EM directs F. Herr +to prepare for this maeting and ocoordinate
with D. Fraine and Clerk to schedule.

WATER RESOURCE DISTRICT DISCUSSION
BYLAW CHANGE

Clerk notes that the Water/Sower Commission requested +that some
changes be made to the Water/Scwer District Byvlaw. They presented
suggested amendments to the Board of Selectmen back in June 1991
and the Selectmen forwarded them to the Flanning Board.
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Fo Herr recalls that the Conservation Commission also requested
changes relative to sarth removal for 10° of ground water.

EM thinks that this discussion should take place at the same time
that the Board discusses retention ponds with the various Boasrds,

Fo Herr states that they can do that., He fglt that the proposal
from the Conservation Comnmission was so severe that it would be
unreasonable for  the Town. He suggests that the Flanning Eoard
send a letter to the Conservation Commizsion with & copy of the
Water/Sewer Commission sugygested amendments and ask them i€ they
have any revisions which they would like to add to do so in
writing.

MAFLE STREET REZONING DISCUSSION

B. Lord suggests the Board put am article on for the Town Mesting
to abandon Dak Street.

EM notes that the Finance Committes never gets a copy  of F,
Herr®s cover sheet relative to Bylaw Changes.

B. Lord states that the Flanning Board can provide them with =
copy when the member appears before them for the Town Mesting
Articles.

Fo Herr will pull all the information together and give it +to
Clerk =0 she can get it to the Board of Selectmen to put on the
warrant.

Clerk to  find out when warrant opens and closss and notify P,
Herr.

BUDGET DISCUSSION

AM notes that because of the cutbhacks and as a voluntary ME RS &,
she is offering to bring her stipend down to FL1O.00. She is also
voluntesring to pay J0/50 orn her mediecal COVEeraga. Bhe  intsnds
to do this regardless of what evervone else doss,

EM points out that at the A1l Boards Meeting last weelk, the Board
of Selectmen said that they are decreasing their stipend by 20%.

LG has no problem with agetting rid of the stipend.
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B. Lord believes that it is inevitable that the astipend and
health insurance will be taken off at the Town Meeting.

EN notes that i+ they take away the stipend, they will
the insurance.

take away

AM offered to give up her insurance last vaear and was told not to
do it

B, Lord states that the stipends are costing the Town $15,000  to
20,000, but the inswrance is costing $100, 000 to $150,000. It
is only a gesture when the elected officials say to get mid of
the stipend but keep the insurance. Futting the inswance in
front would get people their bobs back.

AM thinks it would help if everyone were to follow suit.  Gerry
Daigle, Willie Arcand and others are going to loose their bobs.

JM thinks that this Town is living fat compared to other towns,

B. Lord esxplains that the Highway Dept. has grown 19% in the last
10 vears. The police have grown 43% and the Fire Dept. B3%, but
the entire Town has grown by 100%. That is not commeansurate with
the growth and the tax bass because of proposition 2 1/72. Even
the School Dept. has only grown 43%.

AM wanted to give up her health insurance last vear,s but she was
called and told not to be a hero.

EM states that if someone runs against AM, they will use that
against her.

AM thinks that someone who runs against her will have to say they
will do the same thing.

B. Lord states that using free cash for projects really stripped
the town because of the spanding which  the town did in the
1980°% g,

AM thinks that the issue here is  that someone has to  start the
ball rolling.

EN thinks that the Selectmen started with 20%.
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B. lLord points  out that the workload has been  reduced
considerably. If the Town does away with the stipends, they will
do away with the insurance.

EM states that they have the option to say they will keaep the
stipend but do away with the insurance.

Clerk notes that the Town Accountant  stated that S the Board®s
consultant position has to be put out to bid this SEELMG. Claerk
asks if  the Board wants to send a letter +o Tgwn_Cmunﬁel“aﬁking
his advice on that.

EM talked with Town Counsel already and he agrees that P. Herr'sg
consulting is not subliect to bid because it comes under special
sarvices. It is considered a professional services which the
Board can appoint.

F. Herr states that the area is very blurry. He argues that it
should not go out to bid but some towns do put it up for bid.

EM directs Clerk to send a letter to Town Counsel asking him if
the position has to be put out to bid. Just because SOMeone is
the low bidder does not mean they have to take them.

AM directs Clerk to send a letter to the Roard of Selectmen
indicating that she is volunteering to pay half of her heal th
inswance in the hopes of setting a precedent and the possibility
of saving some Gobs.

Clerk reviews budget with members. Expenses have been reduced by
$2,574,00 to $12, 726 from $15,300 for lagt vear. Clerk explains
that the expenses listed on the line item budget are not
allocated to the proper items. Clerk brought this to D. Fraine's
attention last vear and he said not to Warry about it because all

af the expenses are lumped together and come out of the same
place.

B. Lord thinks it would be better to list the exdpenses in  the

praoper items sifce they reflect a true allocation of where the
Flanning Board® s axpenses lie.

Board Members agree  and instruct Clerk to list the

praper
Hpenses,

e
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Clerk notes that much of the advertisement expense is not used
for advertising since the Board only has to pay for advertising
for Bylaw Amendments. The fee Ffor the Zoning Bylaw and
Bubdivision Rules and Regulations books which are sold by the
Town Clerk are included in this BHOENEE . In addition, because of
the across the board decrease last vear, the Consultant's fee

looks like it was decreased when in fact it was nob. The
remainder of the $10,000 was coming from another place under the
line item budget supenses. Clerk will correct the hudget to

reflect the proper expenses.
GENERAL DISCUSSION

Fo Herr received a phone call from Een Bvron asking him why “they

nesded a comprehensive permit  for the housing authority
development. He wanted to engage F. Herr to research the Bvlaw
and figure out how the proposal did not need a permit. He told

M. Byron to send the issue to  the Flanning Board and have the
Flanning Board review it.

Fo Herr reviewed the plans regarding Herthal Estates, Fowth

Avenue relative +to changing the grade. The Board approved the
grade of the road. They are now asking if it necessitates - a
public hearing. He believes that the change is for the better,

but they have to go through the public hearing process,

Fo Herr reviewsd the B1-F plan submitted by Mark DiCristoforo.
The guestion was whether or not they met the lot shape factor.
It is reasonable for the Board to reqgquire the applicant®s
engineer to show what it is.

EM asks if P. Herr figured it out in this case.

Fo Herr did Figure it out, but in  the future the Board can
require the engineer to put in a block certifying that he checked
all the lots and they meet the lot shaps factor.

F. Herr recalls that they discussed traffic problems at the last
meeting, specifically for alternative routes for North Street and

Maple Street. He distributes a map  which he prepared. M goss
through Brook Estates. 0O does not exist,

EM asks about the new road at Mendon Street,
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Fo Herr states it was never really real.,

Clerk notifies Board members that NECD was sent a letter to come
to the February 27, 1992 meeting to discuss the work which they
have not completed in the Amendment No. 1 to the covenant as well
as whether or not the Amendment was ever really recorded.

E. Lord notes that they have filed for Chapter 7.

Clerk states that Jackie, Administrative Asst. to  the Board of
Belectmen forwarded a letter and plans  from Bruce Lord, dated
January 2, 1992 requesting acceptance of Florence Street  and
Dorothy Avenue in the 8ilver Heights Development.

Clerk reads letter from the Highway Dept., Gerard Lo Daigle,
Highway Superintendent, dated November 14, 19921, stating - that
they have inspected the roadways  known as  Florence Street and
Dorothy Avernue in  the Silwver Heights section of +the Town of
Bzllingham, and said road meets and satisfies all Flanning Foard
prerequisites in compliance for street acceptance by  the Board
and by the Bellingham Town Meeting. The Highway Dept. has no
obiection to having the Town accept Florence Strest and Dorothy
Avenue as being town ways.

EM makes a motion to recommend acceptance of Florence Street and
Dorothy Avenue. JM o seconds motion. Unanimous vote of 4. a6
abstains since he lives in the development and has done work for
the developer.

Clerk reads letter $rom Daniel Varin, Associate Director,
Division of Planning, Frovidence, RI, relative to the state
review process for local comprehensive plans. Comments are being
solicited from communities contiguous Lo Cumberland including
Bellingham for their local comprehensive plan.

Clerk is instructed to ask for a copy of the Cumberland plan and
torward it to F. Herr for his review,

EN makes a motion to accept the minutes of December 12, 19921, 6
saconds motion., Unanimous vote of 5.

EN makes a motion to adiown at 10:5%5 Pufla GG seconds motion.
Unanimous vote of %,
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