
 
Beacon Falls Board of Finance                      

Monthly Meeting Minutes 
 

     (Subject to Revision) 

 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 at 7:00PM in the Town Hall Assembly Room. 

 

Board Members Present: Joe Rodorigo, Marc Bronn, Jim Huk, and Brian Ploss, Tom Pratt, 

Leeper 

Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance 7:01PM 

 

Public Comment:  Joe Rodrigo Called Three times. 

 

Approval of Minutes from the Previous Meetings: Pratt/Bronn; no discussion; 1 abstain Brian 

Ploss; rest; Ayes 

 

Correspondence / Payment of Bills 

 Board of Finance Clerk’s Invoices - None to submit. 

 Other Invoices - None 

 Other Correspondence 

J. Rodorigo: If anyone wants to go to the CCM Convention, it's free to go, let Joe 

Rodorigo know. It's the Community, Confrence and Municipality. 

J. Rodorigo read a letter from Susan Pavik about the fiscally-irresponsible method of 

budgeting that has been occurring in our town for the past four years. 

Reports 

Ambulance Service Report 

The Fire House will send out 3 invoices, after that  it goes to collection agency.  The 

management system to say yes or no.  Legitimatet bills should be paid, insurance 



check get sent  home and should go to the billing service. The numbers have been 

decreasing, not getting complete payments.  New billing service, all in the report to 

review. 

 

Town Treasurer’s Report 

 Wendy Rodorigo, we will be opening a new account for the small cities grants, 

need a new account for that. 

 Erin Schwartz,  special activities, 26,000.   Fireworks were paid out of last years 

budget,  When we sign the contract the first of the years will be paid then out of this 

years budget. 

 

Town Clerk’s Report 

 

$61,000 town clerk, no questions, 30,000 state conveyance payment. 

Tax Collector’s Report 

J. Rodorigo Good first round of collections, received about 8million,6hundred 12 

thousand,  53% of our budget.   

 

Liaison Update 

  Walter Opuszynski has put in for his retirement for 09/22/2017 

 Finance Manager’s Report 

 

 Need to make an amendment of the finance manual, signature of the checks.  

 Change all checks need two physical signatures on the checks. 

 B.Ploss/T.Pratt; no discussion; all ayes 

 Hired a grant writer, Tom Sobolinski, $75.00 a hour 1 year contract.   We need a 

 list of cap projects, anything that needs funding, and start finding grants and bring 

 them to Tom so he can start writing them.  

 

  

 Update on Bonded projects 



J. Rodorigo Change order pump station?   

E.Schwartz had figures on the change order, discussion contiuned on the bonded projects.  

See report attached. 

J. Rodorigo would like to see who signed the change order.  For the bonded project he 

will contact C. Bielik. 

   

 Update on capitol non-recurring roads balance- 

 E. Schwarz, Assistant Fiance clerk: Road bond: 210,000.00 took out what we owe 

 already. 318,000.00 looking at the report see figures.    

 J. Rodorigo: surplus of that bond we appropriated through all the legal channels to 

 cover the short number.   

 E. Schwartz: Started with $500,000 in the non recurring.  Spend 100,000 small jobs 

 done, upperHighland most expensive.  

 And on the West Rd. street reconstruction, hired a engineering Co and begun to  pay 

them, but we haven't gotten a number for the whole project.   

 J. Rodrigo: Do we know what the whole project? 

 ERIN: not sure what the amount is, 72,000 comes out of the grant. 

 Joe: I want to see the contract.  

 No contract yet. 

 Any questions, for ERIN. 

 J. Huk, what is the 5 year cap plans? 

 E. Schwartz  will check with Tom Broesler,  Erin said this a good thing to give to the 

 grant writer.     

 J. Rodorigo, I will send a email and  questions to the first selectman as to what is 

 going on with the grants. 

 

 

 First Selectman’s Report 

 Proposed Budget Transfer - Tom Broelser not at meeting. 

 Update on O&G property - Chris Bielik not at meeting. 



 Update and plan on police coverage - Chris Bielik not at meeting. 

 Update on HR firm -New HR company  will assist us on hiring new people and 

assisting with the retirements. 

 Update on Other Issues - Chris Bielik not at meeting. 

 

 Budget Discussion 

 

 J. Huk made a motion to see if the BOF meeting should be on Facebook live? 

 Discussion on the subject. 

 J. Rodorigo will put it on for New Business Item on next months agenda. 

 J. Huk has tabled the motion.  

 

 Old Business 

 

 M. Huk, what was the results on the revaluation of Chartfield Farms?  

 J. Rodorigo, The report is not done yet. 

 B.Ploss, would like to see the report. 

 J. Rodorigo, There will be no reassessments done. 

 

 Action Items 

 Election of secretary to BOF. - 

 

Mr. Joe Dowdell, has resigned, required by state stature to have someone on the BOF 

other then the chairmen. 

 Bronn made a motion for Tom Pratt for BOF secretary: 

 Bronn/Ploss;no discussion; all ayes 

 

 New Business 



 Discussion and possible action concerning freeze of non-essential spending for all 

departments. No discussion, will hold over till next meeting. 

Comments from the Public: 

Mike Krenesky 22 maples ave. Selectman,any and all communications to go to all the 

selectman's.   

Second comment part of the discussion was to make the internet available for this room 

for the potential to broadcast these meetings.   

J. Rodorogio: I always send communications to all  three selectman. 

 Adjournment - 8:10PM 

 

 B.Ploss/T.Pratt;no discussion; all ayes 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Joann Smith Overby 

Clerk Board of Finance  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Attached please find the spreadsheets on the Bonded Projects Fund and Road Work expenses (from our 

Non-Recurring Capital Project Fund) which were discussed at last night’s meeting. 

  

Open items from these Reports: 

  

Bonded Projects 

1.       $2.1 Road Bond:  We are waiting for an estimate from Nafis & Young on the remaining 

Engineering for Lower Highland Avenue.  We also do not have figures for remaining Police Private 

Duty.  There is over $91,000 still owed to Cocchiola Paving for Lower Highland. 

2.       $700,000 WWTP Bond:  As mentioned in the Finance Manager’s report, the Kovacs Construction 

project for the Pump Station upgrades incurred an $8,500 change order which fully expends the 

remaining $16,496 on the $700,000 bond.  The balance of the change order, which is $4,075 will need 

to be paid out of the SWWT Fund.  The Board of Finance wishes to review the change order and the 

process for approving change orders. 

3.       Finally, there is a cash shortage in the bonded projects account which was the result of paying 

bond/BAN expenses from this fund over the years.  As bonded projects close out, this shortfall will need 

to be addressed. 

  

Road Work 

1.       As of 6/30/2017, we have expended approximately $100,000 of the $500,000 which was set aside 

for Road Work.  An additional $45,000 will be owed to Cocchiola Paving for the Upper Highland paving 

project.  We are waiting for an estimate from Nafis & Young on the remaining Engineering for Upper 

Highland Avenue and police private duty expenses, which will also come from this fund, which brings the 

available funds down to approximately $350,000. 

2.       As we begin paying for the Engineering of the West Road project out of the STEAP Grant funds, we 

will need to review the following for the West Road Project:  agreed scope of work, projected total 

expenditures for the entire project, and the source of funds for expenses which are above the $500,000 

grant. 
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