
 

Town of Ayer 

 PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
September 4, 2008 

Ayer Town Hall 
1 Main Street 

Ayer, MA. 01432 

 

 

7:00 PM  
In attendance: Mr. Peter Johnston-Chair, Ms. Jennifer Gibbons-Clerk, Mr. Mark Fermanian, Mr. 
Steve Wentzell, and Mr. Glenn Garber     
(Susan Sullivan/Office Mgr.) 
 

General Business: 
 

• Autumn Ridge 
Atty. R. Anctil regarding access (2 means) Decision requires applicant to provide an 
easement to the town. Seeking the release of the Covenant (water & Sewer)  Mr. Anctil 
will add the language…exhibit 2 add…”for any and all other purpose, municipality has 
access”… 
Glen Garber Motioned to grant the request, based on means of access, and the granting of 
the easement to the town further subject to language broadening the rights of access 
discussed tonight. 
Mark Fermanian 2nd  VOTE 5-0   All in Favor 
Mark Fermanian Motioned to release the covenant as approved by Mr. Mike Madigan 
(DPW) 
Glen Garber 2nd  VOTE 5-0   All in Favor 

• Mr. Barry O’Brian (Sandy Pond Estates)  
Re: issues with the chain-link-fence surrounding the Stormwater detention basins in the 
development. The board asked if he had spoken to the DPW he stated that he had and Mr. 
Madigan stated that the chain-link-fence must stay for safety reasons. The Planning 
Board suggested that the neighborhood place plantings around the fence to shield it a bit. 
Mr. O’Brian asked if the developer could do this. The board stated that he could ask but 
they have no right to require him to at this point. 

• Zoning contract. –postponed 

• Sign by-law committee – have meeting set up and will provide an update soon. 

• ANR/ Garrison Inc. Fitchburg Rd. 
June Johnson-Atty. A  and Mark Wheeler –Ross Assoc. 
Glen Garber Motioned to endorse the ANR plan for Garrison Inc.  
Mark Fermanian 2nd  VOTE 5-0   All in Favor 
Discussion: 

• Steve Mullaney (Mulaney Engineering) Re: Matheson land (between Snake Hill Rd. 
and Sandy Pond Road) land locked and split zoned.(80% LI & 20% A1 Residential) 
Petitioning BOS to be placed on the Fall Town Meeting Warrant to be re-zoned A1 
residential –looking for Planning Board support at Town Meeting. Planning Board 
does support this change. 



• Rob Anctil Re: Autumn Ridge sewer lines, easements and the possibility of 
conveying rights to the town (in the public way only). The Planning Board suggests 
Mr. Anctil go before the BOS and DPW regarding this issue. 

• R. Anctil Re:John Riley Road. Looking for release of the covenant as Mr. Madigan 
(DPW) had OK’d the release. The Chair explained that this is not a discussion item 
but something that needs to be placed on the agenda and reviews need to be made as 
well. The Board agreed to meet on September 18th to discuss and review this matter 
Mr. Anctil is to provide the Board with Mr. Madigan’s approval letter. 

Mark Fermanian Motioned to release the covenant in exchange of a 35,000.00 cash bond 
made to the Town of Ayer. 
Steve Wentzell 2nd  VOTE 5-0  All in Favor 
Peter Johnston stated that he had agreed to take over the MRPC as Ms. Gibbons was 
unable to make their meetings. Report MRPC Meeting: issues regarding the ongoing 
proposed Train Station 
Jennifer Gibbons Motioned to accept the meeting minutes for August 7th as written. 
Glenn Garber 2nd  VOTE 5-0  All in Favor 
Jennifer Gibbons motioned to approve the payment of bills to Kopelman & Paige in the 
amount of $66.00. 
Mark Fermanian 2nd  VOTE 5-0  All in Favor 
Jennifer Gibbons Motioned to approve payment of Miyares & Harrington for ongoing 
litigations in the amount of $ 2,014.00. 
Mark Fermanian 2nd  VOTE 5-0  All in Favor 
  
 

Mark Fermanian motioned to adjourn 
Jennifer Gibbons 2nd  VOTE 5-0   All in Favor  

 
Adjourn  

 
 
 
 

 

 


