Regulat Meeting
Avon Board of Education
Avon, Connecticut

Tuesday, March 20, 2012 7:00 P.M. Avon High School — Community Room
Agenda
1. Call to Order

IL.

111

VL

VIL

A. Pledge of Allegiance
B. Presentation — Avon Achievers

a. Pine Gtrove School
i. Denise Failla (staff) — Given for her warmth and hospitality in welcoming all

who enter the Pine Grove cafetetia and for her leadership in helping PGS earn
a petfect score of 100% on the Farmington Valley Health District inspection
Shetti Poi (staff) — Given for het demonstrated excellence in teaching,
promoting excellence in the work of othets and her contributions to Pine

Grove School’s Japan Day.

b. Roating Brook School
1. Randy Kirk (AHS student) — Given in recognition for his creative design and

successful installation of the Monet-inspired Water Garden in the Main

Courtyatd at Roating Broolk School
Batbata Milligan (staff) — Given for her quiet leadesship in finding ways to

foster and cclebrate the Roaring Brook School community spirit.

c. Thompson Brook School —
i. Reilly Curtis (student) — Given for his outstanding charactet, empathic actions

and for being a positive role model to his peers and teachets
Michelle Kelley (staff) — Given for her outstanding conttibution in raising the
spitit and culture at Thompson Brook School by creating “Celebtation of the

Arts.”

C. Rob Rader, Executive Director of the Connecticut Association of Boards of Education

Minutes

Page

Communications From Public

Information & Proposals

Page

D. Reportt of Student Board Representatives
E. Piincipals’ Monthly Repotts

F. Department Reports

G. Financial Repott

Consent Calendar

Page

A. 11-12/58 Approval of New Hites

B. 11-12/59 Acceptance of Resignations
C. 11-12/60 Approval of Budget Transfers — Finance Committee Recommendation

0Old Business

Page

A. 11-12/61 Update on Past Requests for Appropriations

New Business

Page

11

78

82

83




Agenda — Regulat Meeting — Magch 20, 2012 — Continued

VIIIL

IX.

XL

XIL

XIIL

XIV.

A. 11-12/61 Healthy Food Certification

Superintendent’s Update
Entollment Report (School, Out of District, Choice)

Strategic Planning Update
Administtator Training Series — Special Education & Related Setvices

Futute Board Presentations
Cottespondence — Area Special Education Percentages

Assistant Superintendent for Teaching and Leatning’s Update

Plans for March 23, 2012 Professional Development

Communication from Boatd Members
Alternative Resources Committee
Audit

Board Representative to Finance Board
Board Representative to 'Town Council
Capital Budget

Comimunications

Finance

Negotiations (executive sessiomn)

Policy

Future Meeting Dates

Alternative Resources Committee

Audit Committee

Boatd of Education — April 24, 2012, 7:00pm
Capital Budget Committee

Communications Committee

Finance Committee — April 18, 2012, 12:00pm
Negotiations Committee

Policy Committee — April 3, 2012, 7:00pm

Communication from Public

Executive Session

Negotiations — National Association of Municipal Employees, L.ocal R1-270

Adjournment

Page

Page

91

96

NOTE: If there is any person in the audience interested in an item that does not appear on the agenda,
please arrange to speak with the Chair or the Supetintendent of Schools before the meeting to discuss the
matter. If the item is appropriate to the meeting, it may be discussed under New Business or Old Business.
If the item requires extensive discussion ot additional information, it may be placed on a future agenda.




AVON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Office of the Superintendent of Schools
Telephone: (860) 404-4700, Fax: (860) 404-4702

MEMORANDUM

DATE: March 15, 2012
TO: Avon Board of Education Members
FROM: Gary S. Mala, Superintendent of Schog

SUBJECT: BACKGROUND INFORMATION RE: Bogrd PreSentation by Robert Radar, Executive
Director of CABE (Connecticut Association of Bowyds of Education)

As you will see when you review the agenda for the March 20, 2012 meeting of the Board of Education, there is a
presentation being made by Robert Radar, Executive Director of CABE (Connecticut Association of Boards of

Education).

This presentation was atranged after a recent discussion at a Policy Subcomnittee meeting . 1, along with members of
the Subcommittee, discussed exploring the possibility of retaining the CABE Policy Service to assist our work in this
area. It is my understanding that access to the CABE Policy Service is only available to CABE member districts.
Interest was also expressed in receiving information about what other types of services are offered to CABE members

and how these services might be beneficial to the Board as a whole or its individual members,

Should you have any questions or would like any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thank you for your continued suppott.

Ce: Donna Nestler-Rusack, Ed.D., Assistant Superintendent for Teaching and Learning
John Spang, Director of Finance & Operations
File (memo book, CABE)







Minutes

March 20, 2012

Finance Committee Meeting

February 1, 2012

Board of Education Regular Meeting
Febtruary 7, 2012







AVON BOARD OF EDUCATION FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES
Wednesday, February 1, 2012 @12:00 p.m.
Central Office Meeting Room

Present: Kathy Zirolli, Peggy Roell, Jay Spivak, Gary Mala, John Spang, Stacy Nobitz of Blum
Shapiro, and William Hickey

Ytems Digcussed: Mrs. Zirolli called the meeting to order at 12:00 PM

The Subcommiitee asked about a 2011 year-end journal entry reclassifying the revolving fund
expenditures of $261,000 into the general fund. Blum Shapiro was asked why the revenues were not
simultaneously closed into our appropriations because as a consequence, $163,000 of unencumbered
school budget money was used to finance the reclassification. The process gave rise to the need for a

$97,000 Board of Finance “balancing” appropriation. Stacy Nobitz insisted that regular procedures were
applied with input from town and school accounting personnel. A lengthy discussion ensued.

It was later reported the $163,000 supplemental appropriaﬁon request approved by the Board of
Education at its January meeting was not placed on the upcoming Town Council agenda despite having
been timely submitted to the Town Manager. The Director of Finance will follow up and report.

An expected budget shortfall in special education tuition and transportation was discussed in detail.
Tnformation was examined that contrasted students who were budgeted for in 2011-12 and also students
who were not. Several high cost placements were necessary after the budget was prepated. Mz, Hickey

explained several particular situations.
The most recent monthly financial report was reviewed.

By unanimous consent, two budget transfers were approved for transmittal to the Board of Education.

There were no communications from the public.

The meeting adjourned at 1:45 PM

Please note: Minutes are official only after approval by the Bourd of Education, usially at ifs next

meeting,

Respectfully Submitted,

Digitally signed by Houston Putnara

P ~ Lowry
= R DN;: ca=Houston Putnam Lowry, 0,
e ou, @yail=me@hplowry.com, ¢=U5
[Date: 2612,02.03 14:06:46-05'00"

Houston Puinam Lowry, Secretaty
John Spang, Recording Secretary




Avon Board of Education
February 7, 2012
Regular Meeting Minutes

Attendance:
Present: -Also Present:
Jeff Bernetich Gary Mala, Superintendent
Brian Glenn John Spang, Ditector of Finance & Operations
Wendy Howard Donna Nestler-Rusack, Asst. Superintendent
Peggy Roell Diane Zhao, Board Student Rep.
Ames Shea
Jay Spivak
William Stokesbury
Katharine Zirolli
Absent:
Houston Patnam Lowry

Call to Order
Board Chair Peggy Roell called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Room of

Avon High School, 510 West Avon Road. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Motion by Kathy Zirolli and seconded by Jay Spivak to amend the Agenda to add to
New Business a request for allocation of funds for expenses incurved from Storm

Alfred.
Favor to approve the motion: Bernetich, Glenn, Howard, Roell, Shea, Spivak, Stokesbury, and

Zirolli
Abstentions: None
Motion Carvied: 8:0:0

A. Presentation of Avon Achievers:
Marco Famiglietti and Kate Lawson honored AMS teachers Kim Moreiti and Judith

for initiating AMS’s first Unified Theater production matching up able bodied
students with students with various disabilities. More than 75 students atiended the
fivst meeting. The program reinforces the sense of giving in the Avon Community
which starts in the elementary schools and snowballs into the upper schools. He
mentioned student Megan Morrison’s special contribution to the program by signing
“We are the World” for the audience and for teaching everyone how fo sign.

Jason Beaudin recognized AHS students for their spirit of giving, which they do
because it is the right thing to do, not for the accolades associated with it. Two
humble students wete recognized for their contributions to their peers, school and
community. Jeff Sunblade recognized Jeff Wang for his excellence in mathematics.
Ben Lukowics said Jeff dominates the Math Team; he started the year with three
petfect competitions, Last year only one person had a perfect competition for the
entite season and prior to that there were no perfect competitions. Mr. Lukowics
thinks Jeffis capable of winning the award for most points for the entire season. Jeff
has also excelled in the American Mathematics Competition last year he advanced to
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the second round which has not been done by an AHS student in over ten years. M,
Lukowics expects Jeff to go well beyond that level this year. Mis. Boland, his school
counselor notes Jeff Wang has truly made AHS a better place; he is smart and kind-
hearted, a great innovator. Jeff is an exceptional student and brings integrity and

enthusiasm to all that he does.

Jason Beaudin recognized Gabrielle Roscigno. Her nomination was based on the
kind words of school counselor, JaneEllen Peregrin. In summary, Gabrielle is an
amazing young woman. For the past five summers she has dedicated herself to
helping the less fortunate at Camp Heartland, a summer camp for children with
AIDS. Most counselors selected for this program are college students, Gabriclle was
the only high school student selected. She traveled this past summer to South Africa
where she volunteered at St. Ann’s Home, an orphanage for impoverished children,
she did it all, and whatever was needed. Mrs. Peregrin wrote she has never met a
student in over twenty years like Gabrielle. With her level of compassion for others,
Gabriclle hopes to pursue a career in public health to improve the lives of those less

fortunate.

Minutes
Special Meeting, January 7, 2012
Finance Committee, January 11, 2012
Audit Committee, January 12, 2012
Policy Committee, January 17, 2012
Policy Committee, January 31, 2012
Regular Meeting, January 17, 2012
Finance Commiltee, February 2, 2012
Motion by Bill Stokesbury and seconded by Kathy Zirolli to approve the minutes that
vy 7" the Finance Meeting January

were on page IR, et seq for Special Meeting Janua
L1™ the Audit Committee Meeting January 12", Policy Committee Meetings from
January 1 7" and January 31% and the Regulur Meeting from January 17

Favor to approve the motion: Bernetich, Glenn, Howard, Roell, Shea, Spivak, Stokesbury, and

Zirolli
Abstentions: None
Motion Carried: 8:0:0
noted the minutes received are different from those posted on the

Discussion: Jay Spivak
website. The change requested under D. Financial Reports for January 17" Regular Meeting on

page 11, two sentences were removed “For comparative purposes, Mis. Zirolli would like the
monthly reports to show the expenses against the budgeted amount for specific students over
time. Mr. Spivak would like to see transportation costs associated with each student.” Gary .
Mala said the web site would be corrected immediately to reflect the minutes actually signed by
the Secretary. The committee wanted to compare costs of what was budgeted to the actual costs
and to protect the privacy and confidentiality of students involved and be sure they are receiving

proper services. No other discussion.
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Communications from Public
There were none,

Information and Proposals
A. Report of Student Board of Representatives - Diane Zhao reported the quarter ended for

HS students which marks the end of 1% semester. Students will participate in a formal
spring dance on February 11th. They will be selling for the first time Saxagram
Valentine Tickets. Students who play saxophone will play songs for certain classes and
proceeds from the sales will go to the ICU Center at the Children’s Hospital. The Poefry

Out Loud was a great success, more details will be provided next month.

B. Principals’ Monthly Reports — Gary Mala officially welcomed Dr. Donna Nestler-
Rusack, Assistant Superintendent for Teaching and Learning; Kim Blanchard, now
providing support to the Board as Recording Secrefary and Shitley Moy as the

Administrative Assistant to the Superintendant.

C. Department Reports —Bill Stokesbury noted Ann Watson’s report on page 28 and
commended the whole school for their efforts with Juvenile Diabetes, it is an excellent

example of outreach to the community.

Gary Mala said he received a series of questions related directly to the department and
school reports. Responses were transmitted electronically. The final responses will be

sent out shortly.

Kathy Zirolli appreciated the responses and noted on page 24 that there are five
kindergarteners in Special Education with extended time. She questioned if there was a
trend in the additional students with more needs. The response was there is a trend and
this should be reflected in the notes since there may be additional costs associated with
this trend. Gary Mala suggested the PreK staff make a brief presentation to the Board at

a future meeting.

D. Financial Reports — John Spang highlighted page 51 showing a lower out of district
tuition and transportation cost by $24,000 due to a student being mainstreamed and
transitioned back in district. At the same time a litigation claim was settled, resuliing in a

savings of $26,520.

On page 47 unanticipated expenditures of $397,382.00. The expected balance has
dropped from $60,000 last month to $57,000 this month; if nothing changes till June 30th
that would be the balance to return to the town. In the last three weeks the finance sub-
committee met to discuss the $264,000 Special Education shortfall due to placements
made after the budget was submitted. These were not new students to Avon. John will
give details next month of when those placements were made and how they tie with the

budget shortfall.
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Gary Mala and John Spang met with the Town Council about the $163,000 supplemental
appropriation that was voted on in January. It was not on the Town Council agenda for
February as hoped. The Town Manager wants more back up for each of the items. This
supporting documentation for each of the seven or eight items will be submitted this

week. It is expected to go forward.

Gary Mala and John Spang also provided the Town Council with a methodology to draw
down monies going into the budget. The Town Attorneys will review to be sure it

complies with the Town charter and everything is in order and done properly. John
Spang confirmed there is a need for a one year fix because next year’s budget is all gross

all revenues and everything is built in. This year the budget was done as a net budget.
The Board of Finance will present one resolution to the Town Couneil to set up
appropriations in 15-16 areas including pay to play, parking, Summer Arts Program or
state monies. The resolution would avoid repeated requests for supplemental
appropriations. The resolution would be passed by the Board of Finance and the Town
Council authorizing the Board of Education the power to set up appropriations in the
fifteen or sixieen areas where monies were paid by the revolving fund. As those monies
came in by memorandum format it would go to the Town Finance office to set up the
appropriation for the amount of money that came in. Brandon Robertson described it as
an omnibus resolution that covers everything and gives us the legal authority we are

missing.

Peggy Roell asked if this was reflected in this year’s budget. Gary Mala explained this is
a different concept being presented, the town is receptive and during the 2012-13 budget
it will be explained publicly. This is a new system recommended by the auditors.

Gary Mala publically thanked John Spang for his many hours he has put into this process.

Bill Stokesbury asked for clarification of the variance on page 49. The last line item is
energy savings program. John Spang confirmed the numbers are correct. The budgeted
cost was at $1,084,741.36 and the correct amount is $884,741.36 which is an energy

savings. This is a savings of $200,000.

Consent Calendar
A. 11-12/53 Approval of New Hires

B. 11-12/54 Acceptance of Resignations

C. 11-12/55 Approval of Job Descriptions
D. 11-12/51 Approval of Budget Transfers — Finance Committee Recommendation

Motion by Kathy Zirolli and seconded by Ames Shea to approve the Consent Calendar.

Favor to approve the motion: Bernetich, Glenn, Howard, Roell, Shea, Spivak, Stokesbury, and

Zirolli
Abstentions: None
Motion Carried: 8:0:0
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0Old Business
There was no old business.

New Business
A. 11-12/56 Energy Conservation Policy — First reading of the policy.

B. 11-12/57 Use of Automatic External Defibrillators — First reading of the policy.

Bill Stokesbury asked for clarification on the fiscal cost for training on External Defibrillators.
Since last month’s meeting Houston Putnam Lowry provided information associated with
training at West Hartford schools, which was paid for by a donation. Gary Mala has received the
name of the contact person they used for the training. Kathy Zirolli clarified state law says
schools pay for the training only if they can afford it. Gary Mala confirmed we have the AEDs
and it is not a requirement to train everyone. There will be training set up for identified people.

Motion by Kathy Zirolli and seconded by Jay Spivak to approve Supplemental
Appropriation of $69,875.36 for expenses incurred from Storm Alfred.

Favor to approve the motion: Bernetich, Glenn, Howard, Roell, Shea, Spivak, Stokesbury, and

Zirolli
Abstentions: None
Motion Carried: 8:0:0

Supplemental Appropriation, Wendy Howard asked if any funds for expenses incurred from
Storm Alfred would be received from FEMA, Gary Mala asked the Town Manager about the
funds and reported we may not get 75% from the town. This was an unanticipated expense and
to recoup this we must ask for supplemental appropriation from the town. We made an
assumption we would get 75% back leaving a remaining balance of $17,000; baged on the
conversation, Gary Mala is not confident we will get any of the costs recovered.

Bill Stokesbury mentioned the school costs we would have incurred to clean up our property and
the 75/25 split puts some measure into our request. Jeff Bernetich asked administration to
identify what costs would have been in the same timeframe had the unanticipated weather event
not occurred. Gary Mala said because the schools were closed we would not have had costs
other than a regular snow storm which budgets for snow removal and overtime. Because it was a
shelter the costs were incurred. The most recent charge was invoiced by DATTCO, page 86R

shows the expense of $1,811.87 for bus route safety, this was a new unanticipated cost.

Jeff Bernetich asked what the school is responsible for since the school was open to the town as a
shelter. Peggy Roell confirmed we paid the custodians because they are on our payroll as well as
other costs, we hope the town will reimburse the school. Ifthe senior center was used as a
shelter, the town would have assumed the cost, since the school incurred the costs, the fown
should reimburse the school out of the crergency preparedness fund. The Town could get 75%
of the costs from FEMA. The school should be reimbursed for all the costs it assumed.
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Bill Stokesbury noted as patt of the renovations to the high school, the town elected to designate
the high school as an emergency shelter. These costs arose from the Town’s decision to use the
high school facility as an emergency shelter. The Board did not make this decision and should

not be responsible for the costs.

Superintendent’s Update
A. Enrollment Reports Out-of-district, Project Choice. Gary Mala reports there was an

increase at AMS of five students. A few more at the IS and PGS, Kindergarten
registration is coming up soon. He will monitor the numbets weekly to have a better idea

of actual enrollment to be sure the class sizes and budget align.

District Communication Systems. Gary reported the new district communication through
Instant Alert worked with the sending of the weekly communication. All communication
tools are being reviewed and revised to streamline the process and eliminate redundancies
throughout the district. Today parents received notification to register through the

website. The Town of Avon will also send a communication.

C. Strategic Planning Update. This Saturday thirty-nine people will meet in the AHS
Community Room to work on the Strategic Plan. Page 91 shows a summary of survey
results from Survey Monkey and the Public Sessions. Two-hundred ninety-four people
responded to the survey. Dr. Goens, our internal facilitator, provided the data and more
detail and a link will be available by the Planning Committee soon. The Commitice will
see a draft statement of beliefs, a draft statement of strategic parameters and then draft
strategies. An updated list of Quality Indicators to identify data points was distributed
with revisions denoted in red. These will be discussed on a longitudinal basis long-term.
Members were identified. The Committee will discuss and maintain the data. The

quality indicators will be like a report card.

The Committee highlighted student internships, aggregate community service hours and
service clubs or activities and feels the Town of Avon should recognize these. The
committee will also look at the history of graduates four or more years out {o discover
what strengths and areas of need are identified with respect to district programming by
them. Gary Mala asked all to share suggestions, ideas, contacts or experience to help

with this process.

D. Correspondence — there was no correspondence. -

Assistant Superintendent for Teaching and 1.earning Update
A, CMT & CAPT Administration Schedule — Donna Nestler-Rusack reported the schedule

for the CMT and CAPT testing. The materials are in and testing will be March 2-16 with
make ups done after that date. CMTs for grades 3-8 letters will be sent electronically this
week to parents giving them the schedule and helpful ideas for their child to have a
successful testing experience. We have one pen and pencil supplemental test for fifth

graders.
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High School parents will receive an electronic communication the week of the 20
detailing the CAPT testing and daily schedules.

ol graders will meet with counselors for course selection the first day of testing, all other
days they will have condensed class periods. '

11" and 12™ graders not taking the CAPT can participate in AP review sessions, attend
supervised study halls, or come in at 9:10 during testing.

Communications from Board Members

A. AdHoc Funding Committee-there was note.

B.

C.

Audit Committee-there was none.

Board Representative to Town Council — Ames Shea met with the Council and DEP. The
DEP has handed down a mandate called the FOG Program to keep fat, oil and grease out
of the public water supply. Schools must have a process in place for keeping FOG out of
public water. Schools will be the first subject to the mandate. DEP is getiing ready to
send inspectors to be sure everybody is in compliance with the Water Pollution Conirol
Authority. We should be sure we are ready and anticipate any budget needs to be

compliant over the summer.

The Ensign-Bickford development is moving toward the planning stage. It is most likely
going to be approved. The project includes five-hundred residential units. Consultants
on the project have access to information about the possible impact on the school. Ames
Shea suggested we gain access to these details from the Town Planner.

Capital Budget Committee - Bill Stokesbury reported there were no developments.

Communications Committee — Ames Shea met February 6, 2012 to discuss overall
strategy making sure things they implement are pursuant to that strategy. They discussed
all types of communication including mailings, quarterly reports, access to the internet,
town publications, email, social media Facebook and Twitter, the possibility of an open
house or fair to offer face-to-face, one on one communication was also considered.

Finance Committee — Kathy Zirolli said John Spang covered most of it. They met
February 1, 2012. Stacey Novitz from Blum Shapiro confirmed and affirmed the closing
was handled properly and we should proceed with the appropriations. Gary Mala added
she affirmed the budget and format was done properly. Minutes will be out shortly.

G. Negotiations Committee-there was none.

Policy Commiitee — Met January 31, 2012, the first reading of the updated policies are in
the packet for tonight. Future meetings will be scheduled the Tuesday prior to Board
Meetings. Future policies to be addressed the first one is Bullying Prevention and
Intervention. We previously included staff which is more than the law requires and will
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expand to current policy fo include staff, Houston Putnam Lowry suggested some
changes for the committee to consider in a red-line version which had not yet been

evaluated by the administration.

Future Meeting Dates

AdHoc Funding Committee — February 9, 2012, 1:00 p.m. at Central Office

Audit Committee

Board Representative to Town Council

Capital Budget Committee

Communications Committee March 20, 2012, 6:00 p.m.

Finance Committee — March 4, 2012, 12:00pm at Central Office

Negotiations Committee - Gary Mala expects communications form the custodial group

shortly
Policy Committee — March 6, 2012, 7:00pm at Central Office

o amEETQER

Communications from Fublic
No communications

Adjournment
Motion by Wendy Howard to Adjonrn at 8:04 p.m.

Favor to approve the motion: Bernetich, Glenn, Howard, Roell, Shea, Spivak, Stokesbury, and

Zirolli
Abstentions: .
Motion Carvied: 8:0:0

Please note: Minuies are official only afier approval by the Board of FEducation,
usually ai ifs next meeiing.

Respectfully Submitted,
Digitally slgned by Houston

—~ Putnam Lowry
DN: ci=Houston Putnam Lowry, o,

ou, emall=me@hplowry.com, c=U3
Date; 2012.02.09 17:30:09 -05'00'

Houston Putnam Lowry, Secretary
Kim Blanchard, Recording Secretary
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Information & Proposals

Match 20, 2012

Report from Student Board Representatives

Diane Zhao and Emily Giarratana

Principals’ Monthly Reports

PGS — Gail Dahling-Hench

RBS — Ctisanne M. Colgan, Ph.D.
TBS — Anne Watson
AMS — Marco Famiglietti
AHS — Jason Beaudin

Department Reports

Business — John Spang, Jr.
Facilities - Peter Gaski
Food Setvice — Christine Mancini
Pupil Services — William Hickey

Technology — Gus Rua

Financial Report

John Spang, fr.
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Pine Grove School Monthly Repott

Submitted by: Gail Dahling-Hench
February 2012

Febtuaty was a month of focus and learning at Pine Grove. Students and teachers enjoyed the mild weather and
continuous school days as they worked on curticulum and monitored student progress. Administrators weze obsetving
classtooms and meeting with intervention teams to make sute evety child was experiencing instruction that would bring
them to their next level of learning. Together, we celebrate our student success stoties and ate reflective and thoughtful
about how we can help every child to thrive. Atound every cornet s a story of struggle and success. In every
classroom thete is a child who amazes us with skill and talent. In every chait there is a student who deserves out best.

Preschool:
The month of Februaty offered many custicular hightights for LEAP students. Our Community Helpers week brought

special visitots to the ptogtam for real hands-on learning expetiences. Pine Grove’s favotite school nutse, Pat
DeRossi, shared her many skills and gave students the chance o practice having their heatts and eats checked in a safe
and stress-free way. She talked to them about het job and why she is an important frfend to all Pine Grove students.
Officer Gilbert from the Avon Police Depattment also paid 2 visit to LEAP, explaining all his official gear and allowing
students to sit in his police cruiser for fun photo “ops”. All in all, the preschoolers had some geeat “in house” field
trips this month! Out annual Post Office theme transformed the classtooms to include all the necessary features, as
well as pretend delivery trucks complete with teal cartons and boxes to load and unload. Students just thought they
were immersed in dramatic role playing, but they wete really working hard on writing, math and language/literacy skills!
This was the petfect prerequisite to the making and delivering of Valentine’s Day catds for the four-year-olds who are
starting to write their own and classmates’ names. ‘The brief week after the mini-vacation was used to introduce a new
theme—“Pajama Days”— which focused on vatious aspects of bedtime routines (2 vety meaningful family activity for
young ones) and related vocabulaty. Students and staff even got to wear their pajamas and slippets to school one dayl
We have alteady completed our Peer Model application process for next year, with out screening groups scheduled for
the month of Match. We look forwatd to adding some great new fiiends to the LEAP family! -

Kindergarten

TIn Kindergarten we stiive to combine academics with the “Joy of Leaning”... and there is nothing more exciting to 5
year olds than leasning to count to 1001 The 100% Day of school tecently inspired stoxies, activities and projects which
engaged out children in learning about numbers and number sense. Students have been writing numbets to 100 and
counting by 1%, 5s and 10%. <100 Collections” were brought to school and shared on 10 x 10 grids. Cooperative
leatning projects have also been a focus. With guidance, students wotked together and shared strategies in small groups
to complete 100 picce puzzles...little faces beamed after this proud accomplishment! They also coopetated and
problem-solved in teams to create a postet when given 100 small objects. For example, “100 triangles made scales on a
dinosaur” and “100 toothpicks made a porcupine.” We look forwatd to 80 mote days of joyful learning

Grade 1
The first grade team has been busy this past month. In Language Atts, we are continuing to provide our students with

various wotd lists linked directly to our curticulum, which continues to be provided in small intervention groups in the
classroom, and ate differentiated based upon individual needs. The Fitst Grade teachers are also looking forward to
implementing the DRA (Developmental Reading Assessment) again with their students, as it is always exciting to see
the growth our students have made in their reading practices. We also use this assessment tool as a way to make
adjustments in out students’ evetyday learning practices, in otder to ensure growth while providing the most optimal
learning envitonment possible! Tn Math, the students recently began Chapter 6, which includes topics such as the
addition/subtraction facts table, equivalent names, fact families, fact triangles, the centimeter, quarters, digital clocks,
and timing in seconds! Lastly, our First Grade Team recently planned a motning of science on the topic of Water!
Hach teacher had a special activity planned in thei classtooms pettaining to watet, for each of the classes, and the
students had the opportunity to rotate from classtoom to classtoom over a coutse of two houts. The students teally
enjoyed this oppottunity and it gave the teachers a chance to interact with all of the students! We are eagetly awaiting

the attival of Spring and look forward to the warm weather ahead!
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Grade 2
The second grade teachers have been spending a great deal of time looking into the new Common Cote. We are taking

small steps towards getting a feel fot what strategies, program elements, and matetials we would like to use in preparing
units for the Common Cote. We are making no definite decisions as we know the district will provide 2 framework
within which to work; and we look forward to working with out colleagues at Roating Brook to design a cutticulum
which wotks well for all of our students. Jess Giannini and Karen Drake attended a wotkshop on the Singapore Math
apptoach and have visited our data team meetings to help acquaint us with some of the most helpful techniques. We
have also looked into the state proposed social studies units and tequested more information about how science units
will be aligned (or realigned) with the advent of the Common Core. This will help us to choose quality non-fiction
literatute to integtate into out language atts propram. The team is excited to get to wotk on this formidable project.
We look forward to the disttic’s decisions on methods of implementation and guidance in formulating successful units

of study.

Grade 3
Third grade continues to hum like a well oiled machine here at Pine Grove. With CMT’s around the cotner, we have

been actively engaged in teaching test taking strategies and boosting the student’s confidence so that their first round of
CMTs is a successful experience. The teachers continue to familiarize themselves with the new Common Core
Cutriculum and are exirapolating the key concepts from out cutrent cutticolum which will dovetail into the Common
Cote. Students are beginning their journey into research by choosing a favorite person and reporting on him/hes to
theit peets, using a vatiety of media including costumes, diotamas and illustrations. Though our days are filled with

rigor, we continue to find many oppottunities for laughter and love of learning,.

Grade 4
'The fourth grade teachets continue to prepate students for the upcoming Connecticut Mastery Test. We have tevisited

classroom literature in otdet to address different reading strand questions, tesulting in continued critical thinking. Jon
Moss created a CMT computet based program called, Puiting the Pheces Together, which addresses test taking strategies as
well as ways to avoid ot cope with test anxiety. Students independently navigate their way through this computer based
program and self-question and reflect throughout the process. We feel our students are academically and emotionally

prepared for this test.

Specials

Libtary classes for third and fourth graders have been abuzz with poetry duting Februaty as students prepare for
Piney’s Performance Pieces to be held in March, Third and fourth grade classes have been studying Americks as well as
witing class limericks. Custently the students are working on writing their own limeticks to be submitted for possible
sharing duting Piney’s Performances. Second gradets are now immetsed in a non-fiction book study as they prepare for
a reseaich unit on a wild animal book they have chosen from our NATURE’S CHILDREN seties. In first grade the
students will be investigating the different series chapter books available to them in an effort to find that “just right”
authot to spike their expanding reading skills. Expetiencing books from the “Basy Reader” section of the libtrary is the

focus for kindergarteners as they begin to botrow books to support eatly reading skills,

In Febtuary, the Special Disciplines incorpotated instructional oppottunities that reinforced fundamental skills and their
application to new processes. The range of instructional settings and skill applications continues to challenge students
to increase student capacity and competence through creative decision-making and problem-solving,

In Att, during the month of Febtuvary, Kindergarten and fourth grade studeats both worked with clay slabs.
Kindergartenets were introduced to the slab method by making fish cut-outs embellished with textute and glaze, while
fourth graders embarked on an architecture unit using slabs to construct 3D houses of their own design. First graders
were introduced to pottraiture and the proportions of the human face as they estimated, measured and used guidelines
to help them correctly place features on a self-portrait project. In conjunction with Presidents’ Day, some first grade
classes were inspited by the potteaits of our Presidents found on the one and five dollar bill, and designed their own
money in amounts of their choosing, featuring their own self-portrait in the center. Other classes created whimsical self-
potteaits inspired by the abstract wotk of artist Paul Klee. Second gradets have been creating still-life paintings and
leatning how to create the illusion of depth and three dimension on a two dimensional sutface. Some third grade
students ate completing a printing unit inspired by Gustav Klimt's Tree of Life, as well as Andy Wathol's use of

13




multiple images and unusual colot combinations! Other third grade classes ate finishing 2 vnit on dtawing three-
dimensional forms as they employ drawing and shading techniques to give the illusion of mass and volume.

A special At event took place during the month of Februaty. On Febtuary 16%, the Pine Grove School Att department
hosted its third annual Grade 2 Art Night event. This special event was well attended with over one hundred people
joining in the fun, including Board of Education Chait Peggy Roell, who stopped in to view the otiginal works being
created by out talented Pine Grove second graders and their farnilies. This eventis a favotite of students because it
gives them the opportunity to be "Att teacher" for the evening as they share some of what they have leatned from the
At curticulumn and teach their families how to create catrtoon fish bowls. Patents also enjoy the opportunity for some
special famnily time as they work with their children to make a beautiful family keepsake as well as some wonderful

family memories!

In Health Education, students in all grade levels completed their final instructional unit: Decisions that affect Physical
Health. Physical Health is dependent on maintaining a balance between intake, rest, and output. The national
observance of Heart Health month served as the backdrop for student leatning opportunities. Students wete a greater
pait of the whole when they wore red on National Weat Red for Healthy Heart day on Friday, Pebruaty 4%, Students
sesearched and identified twenty-nine Heart IHealth facts that were added to the PGS daily bulletin for the month.
Students constructed individual heart health valentines that tepresented two decisions; a heatt healthy food they
consume and a heart healthy exercise they perform on a weekly basis. The valentines wete added to create the heatt
awateness bulletin board in the PGS Libraty. Students in Grade 1-4 surprised individuals attending the PGS Town
Meeting by creating a flash mob petforming the Health Rap that they learned in their Health classes.

The beat continued in Physical Education classes as student- focused activities centered on variations of aerobic
exercise. Students differentiated between aerobic and anacrobic exercise as they traveled between movement-
expetiment centers duting their instructional time. While moving, student pulse rates helped students determine if their
heatts wete benefitting from the level of student effort duging the activity phase of the class lesson. The unit culminated
the last week of Februaty as students in all classes patticipated in the American Heatt Association’s Jump Rope for

Heart program.

In Music, the third gtade students are in the 5th week of leatning the recorder. This unit is helping students read
music and further their undesstanding of solfege syllables. While the unit serves as an introduction to band instruments
that have similar hand positions, one of the unit’s objectives is to teach students about responsibility.

Special Education
Special Educators and related service providers will be vety much involved in the upcoming administration of the

Connecticut Mastery Tests both in proctoting the assessments and in coordinating the requited accommodations fot
many of out students. With the additional support of cettified paraptofessionals stitdents will complete the CMTs in a
variety of settings and in a number of ways to include the use of assistive technology:(computer based assesstnents), and
more direct supports (teaders). Special Educatots have been working in the weeks leading up to this administration

with small groups teaching and reinforcing both skills and test taking strategies.

Along with the importance of academic gtowth, Pine Gtove Student Council started the month with a SOUP-er bowl
collection for Gifts of Love. The students’ collected 344 cans of soup as they placed their donation in large boxes
labeled “Giants” and “Patriots”. Although the votes looked about even, the real winner was the commupity service

associated with the special collection.

Valentine’s Day at Pine Grove is a celebration of cating. The children (and adults) dress in formal attire and enjoy a
special lunch with Piney and the Avon Ol Fatms band! This wonderful expetience is educational as well as the
students are introduced to vatious instruments as they are entertained. We love our connection to the community as we
admire this continued partnership with Avon Old Farms School. Following the lunch waves, the community council
held a special Town Meeting highlighting cating and sharing. 1t was incredibly moving as students presented their
thoughts and ideas. Pine Grove continues to value the importance of developing a positive school climate built upon a

strong foundation of educational excellencel
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Avon Achievers

Denise Failla keeps the home hearth butning in the Pine Gtove cafeterial Denise is warm and welcoming to all who
enter the kitchen and makes sure evety child is comfortable. Denise undetstands the needs of young children and is
always willing to help with special projects and cooking clubs. She supports students with special needs and js patient
as they learn to become more independent with life skifls, Staff members enjoy her hospitafity and her wondetful
chicken salad wtaps. Under Denise’s leadership the Pine Grove School cafeteria has eatned 2 petfect scote of 100% on

the Farmington Valley Health District inspection.

This month, there were so many educators that were nominated for recognition of educational excellence! The
Connecticut Association of Schools (CAS) accepted applications for: the Elementary School Educatot Award. Five
teachets wete nominated by their peets for the committees’ consideration. We celebrate all of the educators who work
so diligently with our students. Sherri Poi was selected to represent the school in the CAS nomination process. The

following patagraphs highlight some aspects of her wotk:

Shesti Poi has been a member of the Pine Grove staff for the past seven yeats. Het priot positions have been
educating students in Japanese at the high school level. She became fluent in Japanese as she was immersed in the
culture for seven years as the head teacher of a private school English as a Second Language (BSL) progtam. Sherti’s
classtoom expettise was widely recognized by the state as an educatot who produced an “exemplat” BEST portfolio
which was shated by the State Department of Education at a national conference. Sherti was also a trained BEST
portfolio scorer for World Languages and reviewed countless portfolios in that capacity. Not only does Sherri
demonstrate excellence in teaching, but she promotes excellence in the work of othess.

Sherti Poi believes that all of our students benefit from learning about other culintes and families. Last week
she met with the PTO to shate information about a special section. of the school library. 'The ESOL Literacy Libraty is
a collection of multicultural books that are written in English and a vatiety of other languages. Spring of 2011 left
devastation in Japan that touched our heatts. Sherti Poi worked tirelessly with our Japanese families to cteate a Japan
Day whete students would learn about the cultute while raising funds to offer assistance. Families and students united
to leatn language, dance, literature and music as they created a ptogram to celebrate this sich culture. Shetri Poi
conducted classes at hight for the parents of her English Language Leatners. As she worked with the population, she
noticed that many fathets wete learning English through the workplace, childten were leatning through school, but
many mothers were not exposed to English and as a result weze not as involved in their child’s education. Through a
grant, Shettd identified this as a need and introduced a seties of classes for parents to leatn more abont communicating
with school. Priot to teaching the class she was trainied in the Parents as Educational Partners Program. She used this
new learning to structure her classes to create a stronger connection with the parents of HLL students and theit school

Mis. Poi is an active conttibutor to state efforts. As a member of CAPELL and a former officer, Sherti Poi has
severed on various subcommittees to draft state documents including: The State’s Resoutce Guide for Low Incidence
districts setving ELLs; the State Guidelines on BILs and Special Education; and her current wotk- drafting the State
Guidelines for the Retention of ELLs. She has been invited to the State Depattment focus groups, and presented the
English Language Leatner Frameworks for SERC. Her demonstration of Sheltered Tnstruction is an active link on

SERCs website.
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Roating Brook School Monthly Repott for February 2012
Submitted by: Crisanne M. Colgan, Ph.D.

“Our sission i to edweate sindents o achieve their highest Jevel of measurable performance in seitings that stimmlate the joy of learning.”
Avon Board of Education

May 2004

Our staff worked diligently throughout the month of Febtuaty to ensure that all out students engaged in meaningful
and challenging learning opportunities that stimulated the joy of learning actoss the curriculum. A special highlight of
the month was the Hattford Stage residency program that mesmerized grade 4 students as they delved deeper into the
histoty of immigtation. The ptogram, centered around the novel Number the Stars by Lois Lowzy, afforded students the
oppottunity to learn about World War IT through the eyes of pesforming artists who visited each class for one hour per
day for five days. In addition, students and theit families continued to expetience the joy of mathematics duting the
annual Family Math and Science nights facilitated by patent Brian Nelson and Roaring Brook grade 1 teacher Laura

McDonnell.

To expand the joy of learning about research, grade 3 and grade 4 teachers from both elementary schools collaborated
on the creation of special research oppottunities for students. In accordance with the new Common Core Standards,
these research opportunities incorporate standards in language atts/science for grade 3 students and in language
atts/social studies for grade 4 students. In addition, these projects incotporate library research skills and technology
skills, This collabotative initiative resulted in enhancing the joy of learning not only for students but also for the

professional staff,

Academic Domains

Kindergarten students enjoyed two celebrations this month. On Valentine’s Day, students dressed in their finest
“patty clothes”, made valentine mailboxes and exchanged valentines with their classmates. The children wete proud of
the valentines they created and appreciative of the ones they received. Some classes made Valentines for Veterans with

their Boolk Buddies.

The next day of school, Febtuary 15, was the 100% day of school. Kindergarten students practiced counting to 100 by
1s, 5s, and 10s, and cteated either a collection of 100 items, a poster with 100 decotations, or a paper bag vest with 100

items attached.

On Febtuary 2, kindergarten students made predictions whethet or not of’ Punxatawny Phil would see his shadow.
Students made a bar graph of the class predictions. Students also made a bax graph for their predictions as to whether
the Giants ot the Pattiots would win the Super Bowl. In addition, students read The Great Fuzz Frenzy, 2 hilarious

parallel story about praitie dogs who picked the fuzz off a tennis ball that had been dropped into their burrow.

To practice using the sight word “like”, kindergarten students wrote sentences desctibing what they liked ot admired
about their classmates. They also completed a writing sample about a toy with which they liked to play.

Grade 1 students celebrated Valentine’s Day with several activities, including writing poetns to shate with their families.
In language atts, grade 1 students practiced sequencing, categorizing, and making mental images, as well as leatning the
difference between fantasy and reality. In social studies, students leatned map skills and different types of homes
around the world. In mathematics, weights, measures, numbet stoties, tutn atound facts and “what’s my tule” were the
main concepts studied. The many sunny days provided ample opportunity fo students to explore sunshine and
shadows it science. Students traced theit shadows at various times throughout the day to see how they changed,

depending on the position of the sun.

Gtade 1 students patticipated in their second Multiple Intelligences Day. Students rotated from classtoom to classtoom
participating in various activities centered on the theme of friendship, using the story Big Al. Students enjoyed painting
(using color to represent feelings), writing “recipes” for friendship, sequencing activities, identifying settings and
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collectively making a collage, leatning songs and sign language, discussing what makes a good friend, and mastering
math-fishy facts using the SmartBoard.

Grade 2 students reinforced language arts skills through a vatiety of activities, including making connections (school
goal), and writing lettets to the University of Connecticut men’s and women’s basketball teams. Students continued to
rotate to other teachers for units on plants and Sink and Float, and topics in mathematics and reading comprehension
in preparation for the grade 3 CMT. Valentine’s Day provided a cross-curriculat opportunity, e writing compliments
about each other and about adults in the school, and hosting Sweetheart Teas duting which students sang, danced, and

shared original writings for their “Sweethearts™,

Many grade 2 classes began the annual Underground Railroad interdisciplinaty unit, and will use theit witing, reading,
and musical skills throughout this important historical explotation. Students began writing their own handmade
Freedom Joutnals as if they wete slaves escaping in search of freedom. The culminating activity will be an

“Informance” for parents next month.

Grade 3 students shatpened their geometry skills by investigating line segments, rays and lines, exploting polygons
(tegular and istegulat), and drawing and measuring angles. In language arts, students began to leatn about “pour quoi’”
tales as patt of the unit on fables and folklore in the Hatcourt Ttophies anthology. In social studies, students celebrated
Black History Month by teading about and Jater viewing a video on Ruby Bridges. Students also teviewed reading,
wiiting and mathematics skills in preparation for the Connecticut Mastety Test. In addition, students praciiced various

skills in the computet lab through the web-based Study Island program.

Grade 4 students also reviewed reading, writing and mathematics skills in prepatation for the Connecticut Mastety Test.
In addition to working on fractions and probability, students engaged in a review of geometry, measutement, elapsed
time, and open-ended problems. The language arts review consisted of Degtees of Reading Power (DRP) ot cloze
activities, reading comprehension, editing skills, and wriiten responses to open-ended questions with a focus on making
connections (school goal). Students also practiced their natrative writing skills for the CMT wiiting prompt.

The highlight of the month was thoroughly enjoyed by all grade 4 students: The Hartford Stage residency program
centeted on the novel Number the Stars by Lois Lowry. Students leatned about World War II through the eyes of
performing artists who visited each class for one hour per day fot five days. The actors reenacted scenes from the
stoty, allowing the students to meet the chatacters and to leatn about Burope during this time petiod as a precutsot to
reading the novel. Students engaged in pantomime, creating tableaux and creating dialogue. At the end of the program,
students received their own copies of the book. Students were unanimously enthusiastic to read, discuss and respond in

writing to this compelling novel.

Tn connection with the immigtation unit in social studies, the PT'O hosted the group “Themselves”. Thtough the
music and dialogue of this cultural program, grade 4 students learned the stoxy behind immigration from Ireland and its
relationship to the potato famine. In addition, ELL teacher Mis. Sliwowski spoke to students about her immiggation
experience, having traveled to the United States from Poland at the dge of eleven.

To celebrate Valentine’s Day, grade 4 students patticipated in a variety of community outreach activities. Some grade 4
classes made Valentine cards for children at Connecticut Children’s Medical Center. Other classes made valentine
centerpieces for the local senior center while another class (along with their book buddies) created heartfelt pieces of art
for veterans. In conjunction with Avon Youth Setvices, two classes made valentines for the Federation Home residents

in Bloomfield.

Under the leadership of Mts. Keusz and Mrs. Zacchio, the Student Council otganized the “Bundle Up with 2 Book™
project for hospitalized childeen at the Connecticut Children’s Medical Center. Monies raised from students wearing
team items of clothing on RBS Spirit Day defrayed the cost of materials needed to make fleece blankets As a result of
this fandraising effort, 24 beautiful fleece blankets were made by students, teachets and staff during two well-attended
non-school time sessions. This highly successful outreach project was another example of the Student Council motto in

action: RBS Working Iand in Hand with. Out: Community.
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Special Educators continued to suppott the curriculum and to collaborate with classroom teachess in order to achieve
student and school goals. In prepatation for the Connecticut Mastery Test, teachers worked with five students in

orades 3 and 4 with significant cognitive disabilities who ate participating in the CMTs this year through the Skills
Checklist format. The CMT/CAPT Skills Checklist is Connecticut’s alternative assessment that is used as an
accountability measure to determine the extent to which students with significant cognitive disabilities have pasticipated

and benefitted from the grade level general education cusriculum.

The purposes of the Skills Checklist are the same as the CMT: to plan instruction, to monitor student progress and
growth, and to document achievement. The fotmat of the Checlklist utilizes the general education standard with
‘downward extensions’ to match the academic goal of each cognitively disabled student. For example, one general
education standard on the Checklist might be; “Student will develop and defend multiple responses to literatute using
individual connections and relevant text references.”(school goal). According to the state, the “essence” of the standard
is: “Use personal feeling ot thoughts about the text/refetences to develop responses to literature” Checklist students
ate then gtaded on the ability to shate a feeling/thought based on the grade level text and to support it with evidence

from the text.

In the libraty, students listened to stoties, visited websites, and completed activities about Groundhog Day, Chinese
New Yeat, Black History month, Presidents’ Day and 100 day of school. Mts, Milles encoutaged the use of the library
homepage, especially the World Book Online site. Students were reminded that World Book Online provides a
stronger research vehicle than the Google website. Kindergarten and grade 1 students learned about the parts of a
book, fiction and non-fiction, and visited a website on book care. Grade 2 students Iearned about the parts of a non-
fiction book, including table of contents, index, and glossary. Grade 3 students practiced using a thesaurus, and visited
websites on the presidents and note taking skills. In honor of Black History month, grade 4 students visited a website
on inventions created by African Americans. Grade 4 students also visited websites on historical fiction, George
. Washington, and the Dewey Decimal System. In addition, students leatned the 2013 Nutmeg book winnet.

In the computer lab, kindetgarten students reinforced their mathematical skills using EMGames (Everyday
Mathematics), after having masteted finding the alphabet on the keyboard with lower and upper case. In addition, all
kindesgarten students became independent with logping in and out —a significant accomplishment! Grade 1 students
wotked on reseatch/web quests about animals using the Enchanted Learning program, and were introduced to word
processing skills on Wotd. Grade 2 students reinforced their mathematical skills using EMGames and strengthened

their word processing skills thtough journal writing,
In preparation for the CM T, gtade 3 and grade 4 students practiced their mathematical skills in the computet lab by

using Study Island. Grade 4 students continued to wotk on an immigration web quest as patt of their long-term
immigration project The web quest project extended over three class sessions and included Ellis Island.

In art, kindergatten students continued to wotk on their Mondtian-inspired designs by adding smaller paper shapes,
shiny coats of polymer, and titles. Textured dragonflies, thumb print frogs, and titles were given to the Monet-inspired
Water Gatdens. A dlass creating clay slab frames completed their glazing and mini-self-portraits.

Grade 1 students added paper shells, sand, and titles to their Cool Coloted Fish Collages. A class mixing tints in
tempeta created a winter moon with a silhouette of a snowy city. The clay slab bowls wete decorated in pattetns, lines,
and shapes with colorful glaze. Another class completed a paper weaving of an undetwater scene. Stadents painted

their scenes, cut their strips and wove their papers togethet.

Grade 2 students tifled their Landscapes Collages. They also wrote stoties about the imaginaty people that live in their
collage. A couple of classes began yarn weaving in analogous colots using the tabby pattern. A class mixing tempera
colots completed theit painting and added matching analogous colored bugs. The Pinch Pot Bowels on Pedestals wete

glazed in earth tones.

Gtade 3 students in classes creating coil method pots reviewed the glazing method, chose a group of colots to apply,
and have begun to glaze. The papier mache figutes were painted in silver actylic paint to resemble Alberto Giacometti’s
sculptuted figures. Another class wotked on a unit involving drawing to show mass and volume. They will end the unit

with a still iife.
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Grade 4 students finished their yarn weavings. Some began to sew the loose ends of their warp cords. Others removed
their weavings from the cardboatd looms and carefully secured the ends with knots. Backgrounds for the one-point
perspective boxes were created by overlapping and blending neon and metallic crayon cologs. Students working on

theit slab clay pots began to carefully glaze their detailed lids.

Students in grades K-4 wete inspited by artists Romare Bearden and Faith Ringgold for black Histoty month. Some
classes created collages similar to Romare Bearden’s Summertime (1967). Other classes used construction paper scraps
for their own paper quilts, adding personal details like Faith Ringgold did in her stoty quilts.

Under the supetvision of Mis. Hovey, the HEARTS Club designed and colored a poster for RBS Movie Night for the
Kelly Hahn Memorial Scholarship Fund. Club membets made a “Thank You” poster for the hard work that students,
staff, and parents volunteered to create blankets for the “Bundle Up with a Book™ project. Lastly students created
postets and bannets to help make the RBS community aware that the IK-4 Art Show will be coming soonl

In music, kindergarten students continued to work on matching pitch and keeping a steady beat. In small gtoups, they
cteated theit own ending to 2 familiar song and performed it for the rest of the class. They also were introduced fo the

concept of major vs. minot by determining if a sound was happy or sad.

Grade 1 students had many different musical expetiences, including developing singing voices, thythmic skills, and
learning how to listen to music. Students leatned vocabulary words to describe music: tempo, dynamics, and

articulation.

Grade 2 students continued the second unit and worked with thythms in 6/8 time with eighth note triplets and dotted
quatter notes. Students patticipated in many expetiences such as moving, echoing, decoding, creating and writing

activities involving these new rhythmic values.

Grade 3 students completed a composition assignment as a post-test for theit unit 4 studies. These composition
allowed students to demonstrate their understanding of [mi re do], music writing, and recorder performance.

Grade 4 completed individual compositions based on Catnival of the Animals. This project afforded the studenis the
opportunity to use many different musical skills studied so far this yeat. Creating, writing, impsovising, and petforming
skills were all evident as the students completed theit compositions based on animals.

Grade 4 strings students learned how to play the G Major scale and how to slur on their instruments (playing two ot
more notes on one bow stroke). Students also continued to wotk on tepertoire for the spting concett,

In physical education classes, students in grades K-2 continued forward walks on the balance beam. They also began

to incorporate changes in level, dip walks, duck walks, small jumps, and leaps. Several attachments including hula
hoops, tennis balls, and flags were placed in various spots on the climbing wall that the students could manipulate ot go

over ot under to “challenge” by choice. On the floor mat, 2 “wedge” was used to assist the students in forwatd and
backward rolls. The studenis wete very safety conscious throughout the unit and progressed successfully.

Students in grades 3-4 worked on a continuation of skill progression and mini-routines. On the climbing tope, the
students used the trapezoid mat to assist in the “take-off” from the bleacher atea to the rope swing while wotking on
their upper-body strength and dismounts into the “landing zone” for the required two-footed landing. On the floor
mats basic pyramids, I-seats, rocking chaits, and 3-person weave rolls were performed. All students were encoutaged
to work towatd finish shape and line of the body. Students performed very well, considering the difficulty of cettain

skills of the gymnastic routines.

A special thank you to many grade 4 students who gave up scveral recesses to help spot grade 1 students on the
gymnastic equipment during their gym class. Grade 4 students took their jobs as spotters very seriously and did an

outstanding job as peer helpers.
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Roatring Brook Achievers

Randy Kirk, Roaring Brook School alumnus and Avon High School junior, for his creative design and successful
installation of the Monet-inspired Water Garden in the Main Courtyard at Roating Brook School.

Mis. Batbara Milligan, pataprofessional, fot: her quict leadership in finding ways to foster and celebrate the Roating

Brook School community spirit,

Randall Kirk 539 Countty Club Road Avon, CT'

Barbara Milligan 43 Anvil Drive Avon, CT
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Monthly Report
Submitted By: Anne Watson
Maich 2012

Many activitics were held in Februaty at TBS. Out PTO continues to fill the building
with their enthusiasm. Cutrently, the PTO provides after-school World Language
classes, including French. Other classes that they ate supporting include an art club
with Mrs. Maghini and Mts. Bialaski. The PTO is also quite visible in the building, as
they take photos to create a yearbook for out students. The spirit days that our Spitit
Committee has held have been a great success; the students enjoyed our school-wide
“read-in” in their pajamas to celebrate “Read Actoss America Day” and Dr. Seuss’
bitthday. Ctazy hair day was another favorite as students showed off their coifs! In
the spitit of fun and leatning, Mr. Volpe tecently hosted a band “movie night” for his

students.

Math:
Fifth grade students are curtently wotking on Fractions and Ratios. With CMT's taking

up much of the motning for two and a half weeks in Match, math moves at a slower
pace but still continues forward. Students are reviewing the concept of fenaming
fractions as equivalent fractions. They ate also being introduced to the algotithms for
the multiplication of fractions and mixed numbets. This will conclude with students
estimating and calculating the percent of a number. Coming up next fot students is
Coordinates, Area, Volume, and Capacigy. In this unit, students will work on coordinate
graphs, area concepts, and develop a formula for volume and considet capacity

relationships.

In 6th grade, classes have spent some time reviewing math concepts in preparation
for the math pottion of the Connecticut Mastery Tests, which take place the week of
Match 12. No, it's not teaching to a test, but reminding students of the format of the
tests that they only see once a year. It would be unfair not to reacquaint them with
how the problems are visually presented and how the instructions are written, which
can be quite different from the tests we give in the Connected Math program. This
period of preparation is also 2 good time to share with students test-taking strategies

that they can use year-round in all their classes.

Once we have finished ptepatation for the CMT's, we will tesume our wotk in Bits
and Pieces 111, the 6th of 8 books we study in the 6th grade. Bits and Pieces I1I
helps student use fractions, decimals, and percent in real-life problem solving. For
instance, by the end of this book, students will be able to figure out the sales tax on
an item they purchase or the amount of a tip their parents might leave at a local

restautant!

Otrchestra Update:
Haven’t you ever wondered about orchestra? Did you know that there ate 9 national
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standatds for music education? In general, the public only sees 2 of these standatds,
which include reading and petforming music notation. Howevet, once the winter
concetts were completed, TBS orchestra students began working on composing their:

own pieces of music

Composition involves mote of the national standards, which make the process more
meaningful and educational. Students learn to flex their creative muscles and in tutn,
learn mote about themselves. Teaching students to be ptoducers of music instead of
just consumets makes the experience intetdisciplinary and uses both brain

hemispheres.

The composition unit began when students leatned about the “gramimar of music” by
studying chords and theit functions. Students are aided in the composing process by
technology and the website www.noteflight.com to professionally notate their
compositions. Once completed, students can shate their compositions with their

peets to gain constructive feedback.

In addition to composition, students ate using the Avon Sttings website
(www.avonsttings.weebly.com) to discuss musical (and non-musical) topics in blog
forum. They can also listen to examples of theit concert music ot watch technique

videos to improve their practicing.

All of these expetiences are meant to entich their music expetience with mote
meaning, expsession, and putpose.

Band Update:
'This yeat, the fifth grade band is hatd at work learning to play as an ensemble. The

students ate continuing to expand their technique and overall musical knowledge
through work in their method books and in small group lessons._The sixth grade
band is tackling Nessun Dorma by Puccini, as well as an arrangement of the folk song

John Henry.

Through the months of Match and April, Mr. Volpe has scheduled several
clinics/master classes with some of the APS music faculty. Each clinic will take place

after school in the time specified (3:00-4:00) and is free of chatge. These ate not

required events, but Mt. Volpe strongly encoutages the students to attend. All
students will need a note from home for the main office staff in order to patticipate

in the event.
Monday, March 12, 3-4 PM: 5th Gtade Flutes with Mrs. Michelle Davis

Monday, March 26, 3-4 PM: 6th Grade Flutes with Mrs. Michelle Davis

. Tuesday, Match 27, 3-4 PM, Trombones with M. Dave Raposo, Clatinets
with Mt. Don Fantozzi '
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. Tuesday, Aptil 3, 3-4 PM, Batitone Hotns/ Tuba with Mr. Dave Raposo,
Saxophones with Mr. Don Fantozzi

Students will enjoy working the guest clinicians and should gain some very useful
feedback about their technique and their instruments.

Chotus:
The 5th graders just finished a project requiting them to compose and petform on

piano a "Variation of Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star." All of the 6th gradets tecently
finished a project which they composed and petformed a "Pentatonic Composition.”
5th and 6th grade chotuses are working on new music for the Spring Concest while
Muisca Dulce continues to prepate themselves for our trip to Washington, DC.

Science:
After wrapping up their unit on Simple Machines, the fifth grade students spent time

reviewing the many units that they have leatned, including: animal habitats and
adaptations, electticity and magnetism, moon phases.

Sixth-grade biology students are using their obsetvation skills and compound light
microscopes to examine cells. Students have prepared and stained slides of plant
cells and theit own cheek cells as part of their investigation of cell structure and
function. Thtoughout the rest of the term, students will apply their understanding of

cells as they investigate tissues, organs, and organ systems.

Libraty:
On February 29%, Ardith Franklin participated in the school-wide town meeting to

kick off the Match of Dimes Reading Champions fundraiser and Read Across America.
She presented book talks on a variety of new books that ate now available in the
libraty. Students wete so excited that they followed her from the meeting in hopes to
be fitst in line to sigh them out. She will send readers to PGS after CMTs end in late

Mazrch.

The libtaty is being used all day now that we have begun flexible scheduling. Several
classes have used the library setting for petformances, poetty readings, Social Studies
classes and as a third computer lab. The students visit throughout the day as theit:

schedules allow. Fout to five teachers a day schedule a class with Mrs. Franklin to be

team-taught.

Art:
The month of February in grade 6 was spent focusing on the art of Magtitte, Dali and

the art movement of Surrealism. Students in grade 5 completed their study of
Geotgia O'keeffe and honed their creative skills with 2 study in watercolots titled

Fabulously Funky Fishl
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PE:
Thete ate a mytiad of exciting activities that the students have completed in gym this

. winter.

The winter semestet has included activities in weight training, the "Pacet” Test,
Ultimate Frishee, indoot soccer, and fot. the fifth grade students the STEP Program
(Student Tools for Emergency Planning). The use of our fitness centet is the starting
point of each class. Before the kids run or do any activity, students work out on all
the weight machines exercising all the muscles in their body. From that point the

students run, stretch and then participate in an activity.

Students at Thompson Brook have patticipated in each of these activity ateas to leatn
to interact as a team with their peers through physical movement in otrdet to learn
propet form and function of their own musculature system, to be measured catdio-

vasculatly, and to develop and practice skill consistency.

Fifth grade students participated in the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) program called STEP. The two week "Disaster Prepatation” program was
developed by FEMA and ditected by Retited Fise Chief Jamie DiPace and Dennis
Bianchi of the Avon Fite Department. The program is also in conjunction with the
CT Depattment of Homeland Secusity. Through this program, students identify
types of disastets and those most likely to affect our area. ‘They also develop an
emergency plan with their families including meeting places, and communication.
Students ate also given a history of disastets that have impacted our state and they

view a photo show of the destruction in Avon.

Health:
IHealth classes began on Februaty 3td at Thompson Brook School. In the fitst class,

students learned about accepting and respecting personal differences. We discussed
how people ate different and why it is important that we ate all unique. The learner
outcome of this lesson was to develop attitudes, atttibutes and skills that
communicate tespect and appreciation for the divetsity of others. Our second
lesson was about the importance of having a good self- esteem. Here we discussed
how having good self-esteem can bring a petson success and the ability to achicve
ones goals and lead a happy, healthy life. On the other hand, low self-esteem can
lead to sclf-destruction, dtugs and alcohol, depression and an unhappy or unhealthy
life. Students leatned skills to identify and strengthen their own petsonal self-esteem
and that no obstacle is too big to overcome. Lesson #3 was about communication
and how to identify and practice skills that strengthen interpersonal relationships to
promote a peaceful tesolution of conflict. These lessons all helped to build a strong

foundation for out cuttent topic of bullying.
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From the Nurse’s Office:
Although we really haven’t seen the full-fledged flu this year, we welcomed the

stomach bug instead! Lots of children have been out sick with the stomach vitus, but
typically just for 24hts. Mote than one stomach vitus has occutred and some were

lucky enough to get it twicel

TBS received 2 awards from JDRF and attended a “Red Carpet Event” in West
Hattford on Feb. 7tt, Out school received the “Outstanding School Fundtaiser
Award”, raising mote money than any othet school walk, and the “Golden Sneaker
Award” for excellence in fundraising. We raised over 17,000.00. JDRF gave our
school 1700.00, which was used to puschase new books for the library, supplies in the
nutse’s office, a hand-washing education tool, and educational bulletin boatds.

Screenings for vision and hearing are now completed and refestals for eye exams
have been sent home to parents. Most students who received these referrals have

returned from the eye doctot with new prescriptions for glasses.

'The Nusse’s Fun February Pacts:
o An average of 128 children were out each day during Febtuary vacation week.

e There were 274 visits to the nurse’s office this month.

Finally, as part of the Avon Achievers program, TBS recognizes Michelle Kelley, a
fifth grade teacher. Michelle is a natural attist who demonstrates tremendous
cteativity in all that she does. Her students have benefited over the years as they have
incorporated the atts into theit daily lessons. This year, Michelle recreated the foyet
of Thompson Brook School. In the past vatious teachers have graced out hallways
with their wonderful art in order to inspite the students and demonstrate how
important art is to them in their adult lives. Michelle Kelley has always been one of
these people. ‘This year, Michelle cteated a “Celebtation of the Arts” for the school
community during the month of Match. When parents attended theit confetences,
they wete greeted by an atmosphere of festively lit trees, placed in juxtaposition with
the artwork of both students and staff members. Michelle engaged the music
department, and the music played by students rang through air. All types of art wete
appteciated, including video-clips and multi-media presentations by vatious
classtooms and students. We thank het and applaud her for raising the spitit and

culture at 'TBS.

Last, but certainly not least, 6t grader Reilly Cuttis is applauded for his ttemendous
character. Many staff members have mentioned that he can always be seen holding
the door for his peers, as well as cleaning up a mess that might not have been his.
His teacher applauds the 110% effost that he puts into everything he does, as well as
his cating, empathic actions. In addition, his teacher has noted that he donates his
spare time to take the recycling bins to all the classrooms. Reilly Cuttis is one who
nevet fails to include everyone during recess and other group activities. Itis
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tefreshing that he is a person whose glass is always half full. Our school nutse has
commented that he “is always helpful, polite and concerned about his fellow
students”. TBS is fortunate to have such a positive role model to his peers and
teachers.
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Avon Middle School
Monthly Report
February, 2012

From the Art Department

Five middle school students' art work will be submitted to the CAEA att show this month. The Connecticut
Art Bducation Association Youth Ast Celebration is a state-wide student art show. Teachers are given the
oppottunity to submit up to five student art works fot submission. The show is open to the public and is
being held at West Woods Upper Elementary School in Parmington from March 12 — 31, 2012 with an
artist’s reception Saturday, March 31st from 1-3pm. From 8th prade: Tony Yang, Caroline Cappello, Katie

Salerni, Catriana Hersey. From 7th grade: FErin Suttes

Att Slam at the Capital - This state-wide exhibit at the Legislatve Office Building in Hattford featutes
ariwork from students in prel< - 12th grade on’display between Match 17-29th.The exhibit culminates at the
Capitol on March 28th with a day of student performances and exhibits. AMS will be represented by attwork
created by two seventh graders: Samantha Luby and Hannah Cifaldi; and eighth grader: Kavya Balakrishnan.

AMS - Adventure Night Outl

On Thursday, March 22 you are invited to Avon Middle School for an evening of adventure with the arts]
The event will be held in the main lobby, cafeteria and gymnasium at 7:00. The presentations will last about
an hout. AMS student att work will be displayed in the main lobby /hallway and in the cafeteria. The wotks
can be viewed at any time throughout the evening as well as before and after the starting time.

An evening of music will start promptly at 7:00 in the cafetetia. Student members of the jazz band, music

ensemble and chorus will petform fot about an hout.

Head to the gymnasium for a different type of adventurel Parents can gain insight to the AMS - Challenge
Adventute Program. This will be a “hands on” event. Parents and their sons/daughters who attend the
middle school will engage in similar activities used in the adventure program. Activities will inclide ice
breakers and problem solving challenges. It is bettet to experience than observe but it is your choice.
Participants will be moving around but not running. Please wear sneakers to protect the gym floor. If you

plan to attend, please email John Snyder at jsnydet@avonkl2.ctus so that we can plan accordingly.

From the Music Department

40 AMS musicians made the Notthern Region music festival this yeat. Students rehearsed Match 2 from 3:30
to 8:30 at Har-Burt Middle School with other talented musicians from the notthern tegion of CT. and again
on Match 3 from 9:00-3:30, performing in concert on Saturday aftetnoon. The sponsoting otganization is
CMEA (Ct. Music Education Association). The putpose is to give the top musicians from each town an
oppottunity to peeform together with a guest conductor performing mote demanding literature. Students ate
selected through an audition process. Hotme music teachets teach their own students the music, the guest

conductors of each ensemble put it all together during the two day festival.
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The February WordMaster Challenge proved to be challenging and rewarding for students at Avon Middle
School. With all seventh graders participating, eleven students aced the competitive analogy test giving Avon
Middle School a perfect score of 200. T'wenty-four students scoted 19 on the test. Up until now AMS has
been in fourth place nationaily. We are hoping that the petfect scote on this challenge will boost out standing.

The Challenge is an exéscise in critical thinking that encourages students to become familiar with a set of new
wotds considetably hardet than prade level, and then challenges them to use those wotds to complete
analogies expressing vatious kinds of relationships. Working to solve the Challenge analogies helps students
learn to think both analytically and metaphotically. Though most vocabulaty-boosting and analogy-solving
activities have been created for high school students, WordMasters materials have been designed for younger
students. The WordMasters program has been administered for the past 24 years by a company based in

Allendale, New Jersey.
Unified Basketball

Unified Basketball is closing out its season with some exciting events. We had a wondezful time scrimmaging
at Har-But middle school. The best patt about it is that it was all for fun and NOT ONE student asked,
"what's the scote?" We also held our first-ever home scrimmage against Hattford Magnet Trinity College
Academy. We then participated in out big toutnament on Friday, Match 9, 2012. The tournament was the
biggest event of out season, at which many schools from around the state attended and played against each
other. Evety student received medals (and dinnet!). Lastly, we played against the faculty during

student/faculty basketball game.

From the CIAC, “Unified Spotts s a registered program of Special Olympics that combines apptoximately
equal numbers of athletes with and without intellectual disability on sports teams for training and
competition, All Unified Spotts players, both athletes and special pastners, ate of similar age and matched
sport skill ability. Unified Spotts teamns are placed in competitive divisions based on their skill abilities, and
tange from training divisions (with a skill-learning focus) to high level competition. The CTAC/Special
Olympics Unified Spotts Program provides a forum fot positive social interaction between mentally disabled
and non-disabled students. As Special Athletes and Special Pattners train and compete togethet, they foster
ties that develop into friendships both on and off the athletic field. Patticipation in Unified Sports Jeads to
new friendships, improved self-esteem and positive changes in attitude, behavior, and performance. The
CIAC/Special Olympics Unified Sports Program helps to foster an inclusive school community whete the
values of tolerance, patience and sensitivity are cornerstones.”

Upcoming Events

o  Parent Orientation/Coffees for TBS Patents:
March 26 from 8:30 a.m. — 10:00 a.m.
Match 27 from 7:00 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.
March 28 from 7:00 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.
e Author Neal Shusterman will visit AMS on Match 29,
e Kevin Johnson, Civil War historian, will patticipate in an 8% grade assembly on April 2 from
10:00 am.—10:40 aum.
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Avon High School
Febiuaiy 2012 Report
Submitted by: Jason J. Beaudin

Congratulations are extended to the following students for recognitions they have received last

month.

Jason Leaning and Stephanie Sawicki were named Student Representatives to the Dollats for
Scholats Board of Directors.

Ross Harmon achieved the rank of Eagle Scout.

Out midyeat gtaduates were David de Moura Castro, Max Feinstein, Catolyn Hudson,
Madison, Johnson, and Claire Pikor.

Evan Dorsky, Matgaret Kuo, Kaije Wang, and Diane Zhao wete named National Metit Finalists.

Sierra Club, under the leadership of Mr. Dot just finished its fund-raiser to collect used ink
cartridges and cell phones.

The following natratives represent a synopsis of out wotk as a professional learning community in

February,

School Counseling bepartment: Submitted by Jane Ellen Peregtrin

The school counselors assisted students with schedule changes for second semester. Changes wete
wattanted due to a student’s performance for the first semester or, in some cases, due to 2 change of

interest with regard to elective courses.

“The annual Eighth Grade Open House was held this month, and the evening program was well
attended. Student volunteers in the AVON Club and Student Government met numerous requests
for touts. Dr. Robert Vojtek and Jane Ellen Peregrin gave an overview of the curriculom and the
academic expectations for students in the high school. Jason Beaudin and Newell Porch spoke with
patents and students in the cafetetia about participating in clubs, activities, and athletics. feff
Sunblade worked alongside a panel of students who shated their experiences at AHS with the various

8th prade teamns.

Since some patents could not attend the Open House, Jason Beaudin, Jane Ellen Peregrin and Laura

Sullivan held an informative aftetnoon session for them, highlighting the key components of the
Open House program. The school counselots also visited the students in their eighth grade classes at

the middle school to explain the coutse selection process in detail. The students were thoroughly
engaged in the discussions about courses and the transition to high school, and they asked

appropiiate questions.

"The coutse selection process for high school students has begun. Unfortonately, the school
counseling department could not reach its goal of doing this process online this year. It is our
intention to move forward with this goal next yeat.

Plans were made for the annual college fair that we offer in conjunction with Simsbury High School.
The fair will be held at the Hartford Insutance Company again this year on Aptil 2.

In addition to counseling students, meeting with students and parents for ongoing 504 and PPT
tmeetings and teacher/parent conferences, Lauta Sullivan, Lissa Irvine and Jane Ellen Peregrin have
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begun planning for AP testing. Even though the tests are not administered until May, this process
begins now with student registration for exams.

jane Ellen Peregtin met with the Guidance Advisory Cotnmittee. This committec meets quattetly to
discuss topics that ate particulatly relevant to the school counseling department, the high school and
school district. Always of interest are all things “college-related” {college decisions, scholarships,

trends in admissions), developmental guidance programs, the school budget, SPARK, and the Career

Explotation Program.

Language Arts: Submitted by Jeff Sunblade
Cugricular Highlights:

All sophomote English classes ate making one last push to hone skills in prepatation for CAPT.

Ms. Aylsworth’s sophomotes ate delving into their reading of One Flew Over the Cuckoo's
Nest. They are looking at literatute as social commentary, as well teaching each other about
different elements of the novel, ‘This leads into Macheth, where they will once again
considet power as a cottuptive fozce, as they ultimately research and analyze "modetn day

Macheths."

M. Dotr’s American Litetature classes are beginning presentations on Gatsby and the roaring

twenties and comparing/contrasting that time with present day events.
Tis senior English class has begun studying McCatthy's apocalyptic novel, The Road.

Mt. Lombardo’s CP freshmen are reading The Odwgy and eventually will take patt in writing a
modetn odyssey in which the main chatacter travels to and from randomly selected countties while

exhibiting the traits of the hero.
His AC freshmen ate concluding their reading of Walter Dean Myers' Monster and are working on
vatious project options.

Qthella while using various close reading

Finally, his CP seniots are reading critical essays about
strategies and prepating to write a traditional thesis dtiven essay.

Mathematics: Submitted by Jim Murray
Students in Mrs. Andteana’s geometry and Algebra 1 classes have been using the GeoCaching

activities from Mathbits.com. They are an on-line "scavenget hunt" type of activity to help reinforce
specific concepts; such as surface area and exponents, respectively.

Students in Mrs. Miller’s Consumer Math classes have been applying their knowledge of atea,
petimeter, volume, units of measure and taxes to undertaking hotne improvement projects. The
students are planning and pricing all aspects of home imptovements. Students researched home
plans, paint, flooting, trim and furniture on line. What kind of paint will you use? Is the
environmental impact a factot for you? What will 2 low VOC paint and primer cost if you want to
put two coats of paint and a coat of ptimer on the walls? Which rooms will you catpet? Tile? Install
wood flooring? How much material will you need if you must also calculate waste? What about
casement for the doots and windows and baseboard ttim? Then, it's time to shop for furniture.
Before it's all over, students will also be determining the number of cubic yards of topsoil needed for
their yards, mulch for their landscaped areas, grass seed, and any other yard elements they might wish
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to incotporate in their plans. They will then present theit designs and materials costs to theit clients,
who will select their design of choice!

Student Spotlight:
62 students at the high school participated in the American Mathematics Contest on Tuesday,

Februaty 7. 36 freshman and sophomore students took the AMC 10 contest and 26 juniots and
seniors took the AMC 12 contest. Below is the list of the top ten scotes on each contest. The
school winnets were freshman Hilbert Leng, AMC 10 and senior Jeff Wang, AMC 12. This was Jeff’s
third straight fiest place finish at AHS on the AMC 12 contest. Both winnets will be recognized at
the Avon High Schools Annual Awards night in June.

Top Ten Finisheis

AMC 10 AMC 12

D)Hilbett Leng (%) 1) Jeff Wang (12)

2) David Lim (9) 2) Zachaty Cesato (12)
3) Lauten Miller(10) 2) Kevin Oommen (12)

4) Ameya Shashank (11)

4) Michael Statoselsky (11)

6) Malay Shashank (11)

7) Shatmbhavi Belhe (11)

7) Sean Deneen (12}

9) Satah-Kate Lane(12)

10)Matthew Howard (11)

10) Margaret Kuo (12)

The math team finished fifth out of 21 teams at the last math competition, which was held at Bristol
Central. Jeff Wang is still in fisst place for all seniots with a total of 79 points. Malay Shashank is
tied for 5th among juniors. Avon High School will be hosting an American Regional Mathematics
League (ARML) runoff to qualify students to participate in the eastern regional meet that will be held

at Penn State University.

4) Maxton Connor (10)
4) Devavrat Debke (10)
4) William Ju(10)

7) Ryan'Iyler (10)

8) Kevin Brown(9)

9) Kyle Jackson {10)

10 Jordan Levine(10)

Upcoming Events/Field Ttips: (event-date)
The Math Team’s next meet will he March 14 at Bristol Hastern High School.

The ARML run-off will be March 7 at Avon High School

Science; Submitted by John Salerni

Curticular Hiphlights:
Many interesting activities took place in science classes during the month of January.

AP Chemistry students are using MIT Open coutsewate lectures to support instruction for a
vatiety of chemistry topics.

Honors envitonmental science students recently conducted an inquity investigation where they
generated a research question related to either weather or climate and then used online data
soutces to help answer their question. Examples of reseatch questions included: "Is the number”
of wild fites in 2 dty location related to the air temperatute of a given month? What season in
Connecticut has seen the greatest change in tempetatute over the past 60 yeais and How is the
monthly water content of clouds cottelated with the monthly ait temperature?”. Students
designed theit own experiment, gathered approptiate data, analyzed the data using graphs and
then presented their findings on 2 wiki page. In addition, students presented theit expetiment to
their peets, who then played the role of the scientific community and questioned/commented on

theit reports.
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Tntro to Chemistry students are studying nuclear chemistty and malcing intesdisciplinary

conniections with the Junior U.S. Histoty curticulum as they explore the history and applications

of nuclear energy and weaponty. '

Matine Biology classes continue to care for trout that were provided to us as eggs by Trout

Unlimited back in November 2011. Approximately 130 trout will be released into the

Farmington River in April 2012.

Environmental Science students ate designing, shating, and communicating hands-on

experiments and demonstrations of different factors that affect air pressute, wind, and

atmospheric dynamics.

Robin Schwattz, 2 genetic counselot at UCONN medical center and patent of a former AP

biology student, visited the AP Biology class to discuss genetics applications and the sclentific,

medicinal, and social implications.

Fian Espinoza of the Avon Police Depattment presented to the Forensics science classes

tegatding crime scene processing, different professional toles at a crime scene, and the use of

some crime-scene processing equipment,

Honots Physics classes conducted “Coust Cases™ concerning Global Warming issues as part of 2
 unit on Heat and Thermodynamics. Students were divided into groups of plainiiifs, defendants

and jury members who presented arguments after tesearching backgtround information,

Awards and Recognition:

Nine students are registered to attend the Chemistry Olympiad at Storrs on March 15, 2012, The
group Is meeting to prepare and review.

Advanced Placement Biology students patticipated in the U.S. Biology Olympiad Open Exam on
Febtuary 14. Scores will be teleased in 2-3 weeks and will determine if any of out students
advance to the semifinal round.

Matthew Messina (a current physics student) was accepted into a program to become a Master
wildlife Conservationist. Fe is the youngest person to be admitted into this progtam.

Molly Hamel is commended for demonstrating a supetior undetstanding of science concepts it
Environmental Science.

Jack Wendlet, a sophomote AP Biology student, is the second place winner in the Letter to
Lucy essay contest. Mote information on the competition can be found at:

bitp:// www.becominghuman.org/node/write-lucy-letter

Professional Development
Scott Tinket has registered to attend the 9-12th grade Climate Change education wotkshop

(sponsoted by a grant from the Connecticut Energy Efficiency Fund) and cootdinated by Project
to Increase Mastery of Mathematics and Sciences (PIMMS) at Wesleyan University this summer.

Social Studies: Submitted by Mike Infantino

Work continued on the development of rubrics and petformance standards that would assess
students’ mastery of the learning expectations of each unit in our coutses and grade levels.

Discussions centered on the use of out most effective instructional practices in history and social

science classes.

Teachers worked collabotatively within coutses to improve student learning and skills.
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Curricular Highlights
9th grade students continued working on reading and writing skills that are aligned to the curriculum.

Examples include REFT CAPT' Practice using an exceipt from Procopius' Sectet History, and a writing
prompt that asks students to consider whether the Byzantines can be considered Romans or ate they

a diffetent civilization entirely?
Students have finished examining the ptimary election process and issues per each candidate. They

have been following the national debates. They are now in the process of prepating and fine tuning
for the CAPT exams. They ate working on released state CAPT exams and aligning them to the

state rubtic.
"They have also been assigned the sophomore reseatch project (the Civic Virtue Project). During

CAPT testing week, every civics class will have a libraty sessions co-taught with the librarians in
otder to fully undetstand how to cite soutces and cteate work cited undes MLA format.

Civics classes discussed the basic ideas and concepts behind government. Students ate reseasching
and writing an essay about what's going on in northern Afiica and the Middle Fast (Arab Spting vs.
Arab Wintetr). These ate two specific examples of the department using inquity projects that relate to

curtent events.

Junior U.S. histoty classes have been studying Wotld War T'wo. Topics have included questions such
as, “What factots allowed the Axis powers to be successful? and Was WW I America’s finest hout?”

Students are looking at the causes and outcomes of the war and examining the success of the Allted
strategies used. They ate also identifying the long-range impact that WWII will have on the cold wat
that will follow. ‘The U.S. History classes ate conducting an online debate on whether or not the use
of nuclear weapons by the United States was justified in Japan, Other issues are being debated and
discussed. Research papers written about GI’s, veterans today, and the new WW H Memorial all

have a timely and current day connection.

In Humanities, stadents are working on a unit on oppression and dissent, focusing on the Arab
wotld to take advantage of catrent issues.

Student spotlight:

Mr. Kramek recognizes Dan Rodirigues, for good grades and helping peers.

M. McDetmott secognizes Christian Holobinko, for otganizing the ultimately creative and
successful saxograms.

Mis. Sanborn recognizes Kristen Goldie. She has shown noteworthy academic accomplishments
throughout the fitst half of the year. In addition, Kristen is a particularly strong writet, with excellent
stiucture and suppott.

Mt. Custis recognizes Eric Wiight and Rohit Peesapati in World History I, for outstanding
achievement, as well as Diane Zhao in Advanced Placement Buropean Histoty. Nick Johnsomn, in
Advanced Placement Futopean THistory/Humanities, is recognized for outstanding participation in

class discussions.

Professional Development
Mer. Lee is wotking on incotporating 21%t centuty leatning in his lessons. Mr. Lee patticipated in a

webinar on 215 centuty strategies in the classroom that focused on technology and student

collaboration.
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M. Infantino leaves with students on the Close-Up ttip to Washington, DC on March 18.

Community Involvement
The fifteen students, who will be patticipating in the Travel/Study tip to China with M. Cuttis, will

soon begin Chinese language lessons provided by Avon patent Susan Gaston.

Tim Curtis was recently selected as a semi-finalist for the Korzenik and Zola Holocaust BEducators
Awards and the Zola Research grants.

Mr. Abrams students, Adam Kolb and Ishaq Pathan, have been chosen to interview a Holocaust
sutvivor as patt of the Greates Hartford Jewish Federation’s Yom HaShoah (Day of Remembrance)
celebration. ‘The interview will take place over the coutse of the next few weeks. The culmination of
this project will be a candle-lighting ceremony on Sunday, April 22 in which out students will
accompany the sutvivor in the lighting of a memorial candle.

Special Education: Submitted by Stephanie Hason

Curticular Highlights:
Foundations of Reading and Wiriting classes are working on skills needed to help students prepate

for CAPT testing. Skill building in the following areas has been addressed this semester.
e  Synthesis of reading text
e Reading to suppott a critical stance
o Paraphrasing essential information
e  Wiitten otganization of ideas including brain storming and outlining skills.

Foundations of Math classes are wotking to help to strengthen skills in math computation,
application and high order thinking. Students have been working to interpret information in wotd
problems and write equations to determine unknown vatiables. Examples, of the skills addressed,

include:

e  Application of skills involving wotd problems

e Whole number, decimals, fractions, percentages

e  Application of skills in the following areas

e Measurement- area, petimeter, volume, density and citcumference
Ratio and Proportion '
Membets of the department ate collaborating with genetal education teachers this year.
Matissa Chowanaiec is working with Hatriet Gowanlock to prepare students to take the CAPT
Reading Across Disciplines in AC sophomote English.
Stephanie Hason continues to work with Sally DeGazzoldi with coutse content for students with
visual and spatfal issue weaknesses. Stephanie supplements classroom instructions and consults on
modifications to meet the needs of specific students who struggle with word problems prepare for
the upcoming CAPT.
Jaclyn Lawlor and Mike Fernandes ate working on CAPT word problers to help students in Algebra
I, who will be taking the CAPT test this yeat.
Stephanie Eason and Gesi LaChance have been wotking to improve inference skills and higher ordet
thinking with Grade 11 English students to help with reading comprehension. Curticulum work
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continues on editing and revising skills. ‘These skills are essential for students who need to take
CAPT retakes.

Unified Arts: Submitted by Jill VanSlooten:

Ttems discussed at this month’s department meeting included:

Mt. Buys repotts that the Technology Education Department has relocated from room C119 to
C103 at the semester break. We now have a larger room with expansion possibilities to grow the
program and adopt 2 mote hands on approach. Jeff Burchard, from Advanced Educational, aflowed
the Engineering students to use a 3-D ptinter. This machine enabled students to produce virtually
any shape designed with out state of the art C.A.D. system. It produced designs by laying down a
thin layer of plastic or support matetial as it ‘ptints’ the entire product. Mt. Buys also wrote a grant to
get two CAD/CAM milling machines. These machines will enable students to produce previously
designed objects from blocks of steel or aluminum. ‘The introduction of these machines will allow
students to experience the machining processes used in a vatiety of industries.

Student Spotlight:
Music Department: § musicians have completed the audition process and have been selected as

Connecticut All State Musicians.

Chotus: Devon Mclane, Katie Holobinko, Stephanie Evans, Everett Davis, Brian Nasto, Maty

Margaret Stoll
Band: Thomas Sisson
Oxchestra: Mary Pearce

10 Chotal students took pattin the American Chotal Directors Hastern Division Choir. (More
information will be coming regarding this event.)

Visual Arts: Five students, Julia Kassel, Greta Grant, Nina Mallery, Erin Kaminski, Colleen
Notton, ate carrently participating in a local gallery showing of theit wosks at Canton Gallety on the
Green. The show, called NEXT Emerging Talent, includes wotks from eleven different high schools
local to the Fatmington Valley Area and is sponsored and hosted by the Canton Axtist’s Guild, Inc.

Colleen Noston’s work — A Winter Riverscape (watetcolor) received a recognition award from a

guild member.

World Languages: Submitted by Peter O’Sullivan
In the month of Febtuaty the World Language Department teachets met in small groups. The three

Latin teachers reviewed the scope of the courses as well as the performances of students in Latin
classes throughout the school year so far. Spanish and French teachets also reviewed theit tespective

courses and planned for the remainder of the year.

Curricular Highlights:
Senora Kristen Werblow brought her academic Spanish class to "Thompson Brook School where

they read original Spanish stoties to the fifth gradets. Senora Werblow’s students composed,
iltustrated and then presented the stoties. They also instructed the fifth graders in basic Spanish

throughout the lesson.

Senora Martha O’Leaty’s Spanish | Honots student’s composed magazine articles.
Senora O’Leaty introduced the project in this manner: “You are working as a paparazzi repotter for
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People En Espafiol magazine. You have written an article about the vacation of a celebrity. You
are going to make a magazine that contains your article.”

Concerning the project Senora (0’Leaty writes, “The students themselves far exceeded assignment
requitements in producing such detailed work.” The project helped all of Senora O’Leaty’s class

acquire context-based vocabulaty.

On Wednesday, Match 14, students in Mr. O*Sullivan AP Vergil Class will demonstrate their
knowledge of Books 1-9 of Vergil’s Aenteid by explaining the scenes represented on about forty
Renaissance plaques. These plaques, crafted by an artist who has become known as the Master of the
Acneid, depict the plot of the ancient epic in minute detail. The class’s year long exposute to the art
culminated in a trip to the Metropolitan Museum of Art a few weeks ago, whete an imptessive
collection of the Master of the Aeneid is housed. The ninety mitte petiod, allowed by the CAPT

schedule, is an ideal time for such project.

Student Spotlight
Senora O’Leary would like to commend the following students in her Spanish IT Honoss class for

continued excellence: Zach Alter, Gabsielle Berns, Will Hartis, Zach Mateja, Emily Guersch,
Alex Lin, James Grant, Alec Whipple, and Jade Yen.
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Department Report ~ Business
February 2012

The conversion of the business office accounting and management information software continued in
February. Plans remain on schedule. The software vendor, UniFund was in Avon on four occasions
setting up and training for payroll and accounts payable. 4-5 business office staff members attended

each all-day training session.

Related to this conversion information was gathered on many occasions during the month for sorting

and formatting then uploading and entering into the new database.,

On Fehruary 7, 2012 we met with the Town Manager and the Town Finance Director regarding our two
supplemental appropriation requests, a $163,000 supplemental appropriation representing last year’s
unspent hudgets and $69,000 for emergency expenses when Avon High School became a storm shelter
in late October. The requests will be discussed at the March Tri-Board meeting with the Town Council,

and the Board of Finance.

A request was recelved from the State Department of Education and information subsequently was
prepared to seek a waiver from certain requirements of the federal Americans with Disabilities Act at
Avon High School. The recently completed renovation did not bring the school into full compliance with
the Act, Our corrective action plan will include several smaller capital projects over a three-year period
commencing in 2013. For other requirements we are planning on non-financial solutions.

At the monthly meeting of the Connecticut Association of School Business Officials (CASBO) we were
updated by the law firm of Shipman & Goodwin on the new Connecticut legislation mandating paid sick
days for part-time employees. Most requirements here will become effective when current coilective

bargaining agreements expire.

Desplte our multiple efforts to educate the general public about the particular spending plans in the
next school budget, a representative from The Avon Taxpayers Association asked for information to
publish a report on salaries paid to individuals. The information was quickly provided. The Association
did, however, accepted our invitation to present the 2012-13 school budget directly to its membership

later in March.
Financial plans were advanced for the summer theatre program. Absent the former revolving fund

where ticket sales were accounted for, other banking mechanisms are being explored.

During the month of February, the daily activities in the business office were routine. Invoices are paid
weekly, payrolls are paid twice monthly, and purchase requisitions are converted into purchase orders

continually and mailed.
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Department Report - Business
February 2012

The conversion of the business office accounting and management information software continued in
February. Plans remain on schedule. The software vendor, UniFund was in Avon on four occasions
setting up and training for payroll and accounts payable. 4-5 business office staff members attended

each all-day training session.

Related to this conversion information was gathered on many occasions during the month for sorting

and formatting then uploading and entering Into the new database.

On February 7, 2012 we met with the Town Manager and the Town Finance Director regarding our two
supplemental appropriation requests, a $163,000 supplemental appropriation representing last year’s
unspent budgets and $69,000 for emergency expenses when Avon High School became a storm shelier
in late October. The requests will be discussed at the March Tri-Board meeting with the Town Council,

and the Board of Finance.

A request was received from the State Department of Education and information subsequently was
prepared to seek a waiver from certain requirements of the federal Americans with Disabilities Act at
Avon High School. The recently completed renovation did not bring the school into full compliance with
the Act. Our corrective action plan will include several smaller capital projects over a three-year petiod

commencing in 2013. For other requirements we are planning on non-financial solutions.

At the monthly meeting of the Connecticut Association of School Business Officials (CASBO) we were
updated by the [aw firm of Shipman & Goodwin on the new Connecticut legislation mandating paid sick
days for part-time employees. Most requirements here will become effective when current collective

bargaining agreements expire.

Despite our multiple efforts to educate the general public about the particular spending plans in the
next school budget, a representative from The Avon Taxpayers Association asked for information to
publish a report on salaries paid to individuals. The information was quickly provided. The Association
did, however, accepted our invitation to present the 2012-13 school budget directly to its membership

later in March.
Financial plans were advanced for the summer theatre program. Absent the former revolving fund

where ticket sales were accounted for, other banking mechanisms are being explored.

During the month of February, the daily activities in the business office were routine. Invoices are paid
weekly, payrolls are paid twice monthly, and purchase requisitions are converted into purchase orders

continually and mailed.
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AVON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

ADMINISTRATIVE MONTHLY REPORT CONTECTS SUMMARY

DEPARTMENT: Facilities
MONTH: February 2012

Major activities of department:
» Continued IAQ investigative work and testing at RBS and AMS

Staff Electrician installed new LED lighting in AHS auditorium.

In conjunction with the ACEC began work toward Solar Panel project for AMS
Worked on preparing Bid Package for Flooring projects at AMS and RBS with
Asslstant Town Manager -

Staff plumber continues fo address constant influx of leaks and broken fixtures
Many repairs done to Door push bars, locks, handles and hardware district-wide
HVAC tech replaced several valves, motors district-wide and resolved
programming issues pertaining to the new RBS RTUs

Lack of plowable snow and surface treatment had a positive impact on OoT

“budget.
Created District Facilities Inspection Status whiteboard and spreadsheet.

@
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Present challenges:

o Maintaining standards with current staff levels, particularly with staff absences.
Copies of agendas and minutes of staff meetings: None

Copies of agendas and minutes of standing committees associated with specific department
(Curriculum and Professional Development, Reading Consultants, Technology, SEPTA,

Safety, Wellness, efc.): None

Copies of any newspaper articles, letters or recognition, etc. associated with any department
member; Energy Guy article appeared in the AVON FALCON

List of any professional development work completed by department staff during reported
month:; Energy Guy attended 3 day Energy Education Naticnal Training Conference in San

Antonio, Texas.

A listing of staff work worthy of public recognition: None

Copy of one formal staff observation report and list of names for whom formal cbservations
were completed: None

Number of classroom “walk-throughs" completed: Too many to count
Activities completed and associated with teaching and learning: None
Actions completed contributing to district conservation efforts:

s Continuing to monitor and enforce EEl Guidelines throughout the district
« Continuing reminders to staff regarding energy conservations efforts
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February Food Service Report

Chris Mancini, Director of Food Services

February was a quiet month for Food Service; thankfully we only had one weather related
early release day.

We served our annual Valentine’s Day Menu on February 14™ Tn addition to celebrating
Valentine’s Day with a “heart themed” menu, Pine Grove students enjoyed entertainment

provided by the student jazz band from Avon Old Farms School.

Nora, Avon High’s cook manager and I met with cur sales rep Todd and chef Rich from
PFG (Performance Food Group) to review some new food items. They also demonstrated
some menu ideas and recipes to utilize cuirent inventory in a new way to help increase

student participation.

The Farmington Valley Health Department began their second round of kitchen
inspections in February. Thompson Brook received a perfect 100 for the 2" time this
school year, I anticipate the remainder of schools will be inspected in March.
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AVON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

ADMINISTRATIVE MONTHLY REPORT CONTENTS SUMMARY

DEPARTMENT, Pupil Setvices
MONTH: Febiuary 2012

1. Major activities of department

Prepating the Special Education suppott programs

Participating in planning and placement team (PPT) meetings, both in and out-of-distsict.

Weekly Central Office meetings to cootdinate and update district services and practices.

Staff and administrative communications on State requitements/mandates

Monthly meetings with the Assistant Principals to review policies, procedutes, and practices in the district
for administering Special Education in their schools.

Monthly meetings with atea Special Education Directoss to discuss current fssues, coordinate setvices and
programs when applicable, and make tecommendations for the Farmington Diagnostic Center and its

programs as they‘ relate to out needs.
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2. Present challenges
a. Maintaining the Special Education budget foi the current yeat.
b. Making sure all program and service needs ate being met in our schools, including staffing, equipment

supplies, transportation and other refated areas.
Working through issues as they arise with the new IEP Direct softwate program for IEP development and

data management for state reporting.

3. Copies of agendas and minutes of staff meetings:
2. Meeting with Jodi Krazanski on SRBI district procedures
b. Meeting with Farmington Supetvisot to discuss their elementary Autism programs

4. Copies of agendas and minutes of standing committees associated with specific depattment (Curriculum and
Professional Development, Reading Consultants, Technology, SEPT'A, Safety, Wellness etc.)
a. Included is the DISECT agenda for the January meeting
b. Included is the Farmington Valley Directors meeting agenda
¢. Includedis the Agenda for the January meeting of ConnCase

Copies of any newspapet atticles, letters of recognition, etc, associated with any department membet:

5.
6. List of any professional development wotk completed by depaitment staff during reported month:
a. Educational Assessment of Autism -~ A Team Approach by Simsbuty's ADOS Assessment Team.
7. Copy of one formal staff obsetvation repozt and list of names for whom formal observations wete completed

a.  Report included on Tiffany Gooding

8. Activities completed and associated with teaching and learning
a. ‘'The Director participated in the disteict’s Strategic Planning Sessions

9. Actions completed coniributing to district conservation efforis
This office is committed to abiding by the tequests for energy consetvation offered by the Enetgy Officer,

Peter Gaski.

#.
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CONNCASE REGION #3 (CREC) MONTHLY MEETING
Windsor BOE Conference Room
601 Matianuck Ave. Windsor, CT, 06095
Tel. (860) 687-2000 x238

In case of inclement weather: The meeting will begin at 9:00 if Windsor is
on a delay or will be cancelled if Windsor is

closed.

Mary Dorpalen (Canton),
Carole Kerkin (CREC)
Mary Dorpalen, Carole Kerkin
Pat Gerrity, CCMC; Carol Fox,
E. Windsor; Helen Donabher,
“Simsbury; Anne-Louise Fournier
Newington
Shelly Matfess, Manchester
Marty Hartranft, Newington
Carole Kerkin
Rosemary Nichols (CREC)

Co-Chairs:

Treasurer & Refreshiments
Membership

ConnCase Executive Board Rep
Spreadsheets

Minutes
Sunshine Committee

Friday February 3, 2012

AGENDA

8:30-8:45 Refreshments and Networking

8:45 —9:00 Business Meeting: Executive Board, Sunshine
Committee, Membership Update eic.

9:00 - 915 Assistive Technology Certification Program —
Arlene Lugo (CREC) et al.

9:15—-11:00 Educational Assessment of Autism - A Team
Approach by Simsbury's ADOS Assessment
Team.

Doug Casey, CREC, will be available immediately following the conclusion
of the meeting to discuss the potential management of i-pads and their
applications by CREC for interested members.

How to Become a Member: Email Allyson Deckman at info@conncase.org
or phone Allyson at 860-548-1747
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April 13

May 4

Future Meetings

State of Transition Services in Region lil and
Transition Assessment and Programming for High
Functioning Students with Aspbergers

Information re: the Pilot Program in New Haven
and Hartford

Improving Executive Functioning te Reduce
Behavioral Incidenis

Legal Updates
Retirement Recognition

PD Planning for 2012-2013




Farmington Valley Directors

Friday, February 17, 2012

Agenda

Feedback January Retreat- Group

Tom D, Award-Linda

Homebound Tutoring Guidelines-Carol

Summer Program Coordination-Helen and N\ar)lr
Diagnostic Criteria Change Pr*oposals for ASD-Helen
OT/PT Workshop-March 23™-Helen

Review of Workshops for Staff to Date-Mary and Deb

Farmington Valley Diagnostic Center/ERC- sub-committee and Deb

OTHER

Hey, where's the winter?

Next meeting: March 16, 2012
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Avon Public Schools
Department of Pupil Services

Dr, William R. Hickey, Director

Meeting called by: Bill Hickey Type of meeting: District Internal Special
Education Coordination
Team (DISECT)
Facilitator: Bill Hickey Note faker:
Time: 2:30 -~ 4:30 Date: February 6, 2012
Members: Jess Giannini, Bill Hickey, Kate Lawson, Jim Pappa, Larry Sparks, Jeff Sunblade and
Bob Vojtek
Please read/bring:
nnnnn Agenda -----

* Note: Note taking is on a rotation basis, if someone is out it goes to the next in line, and is based on an
alphabetical rotation starting with AHS, then AMS, PGS, RBS, and TBS.

Discuss the Educational Benefit Review Process and how we need to look at the PLAAFP

Reporting data to verify progress on IEP goals and objectives

Review the handouts on Paraprofessional roles and instructional needs

Review the table on 504 roles and responsibilities

Planning for future meeting topics as they relate to your needs as an administrator.

ltems for the good of the cause

D OTA W N

NEXT MEETING DATE: Monday, March 12, 2012 at 2:30 p.m. in the Annex

Handouts today: Disciplinary Decision flowchart; 504 Key Players Roles; Emerging Literacy Through Assistive
Technology; guide for Discussing Curriculum & Instruction with Paraprofessionals; Classroom Roles for
Paraprofessionals; Educational Benefit Review Process; Flyers for PD on Assistive Tech and Augmentative &

Alternative Contmunication
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---------- D.L.S.E.C.T. Meeting Notes for January 9, 2012 -----=-m-~

Attendees:

Jess Giannini, Bill Hickey, Kate Lawson, Jim Pappa, Larry Spaiks, Jeff
Sunblade and Bob Vojtek

Absent:

Discussion:

111

IV.

Grant Writing (i.e. SEPTA):
Staff has been requesting grants directly from various funding sources (some of considerable

dollar amount). Recently, representatives from SEPTA met with central office administrators to
work collaboratively ensure that the requests fit with district and building goals.

Anyone writing a grant will be required to receive support from the building administrator before
submitfing the grant request. Building administrators will ensure the grant’s alignment with the
building and district’s vision and philosophy.

Jim Pappa to raise the issue at the next District Leadership meeting.

Purchasing Apps and Maintaining I-Pads:
Julia Cowans-Wilhelm is close to developing written practices and procedures to guide the
purchasing of applications (apps) for the district-owned I-Pads - Currently, at the district

leadership level.
I-Pads can go home with the teacher for professional purposes; contracts should reflect that the

teacher is responsible for maintaining the resource.

Educational Benefit Review Process (see handout)/Reporting Data to Verify Progress :
Review the educational benefit review handout to ensure that our staff our focused on measurable

outcomes that our tied to PLAAFPs;
Goals are globally reflective of the student’s weakness with objectives that are measurable and

attainable within one year’s period of time;

Case managers should be providing evidence of progress towards meeting the objective(s);

Case managers should also have a draft of the new IEP goals and be able to explain why they
differ from the previous especially in the areas where the siudent didn’t meet mastery.

DISECT members will review sample IEPs and the PLAAFPs pages and the cotresponding goals
and objectives pages — looking for alignment between the two areas of the IEP.

Data charts used for data reporting shared (see handouts).

Review the handouts on paraprofessional roles and instructional needs:

Review State of Connecticut Dept. of Education’s Update for District Contacts for
Paraprofessional Issues, January, 2012. “A clear understanding of each member’s role, couple
with on-going communication, is vital to effective collaboration.” See also:
hitp://www.k8accesscenter.org/training_resources/documents/Tchr-ParaCollaboration.pdf

60 calendar day notice; can we develop a tracking mechanism so that we can re-cxamine our

decision before the contractual date.

Valuable Resources/Websites to support paraprofessionals in your building:
hitp://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdffeurriculum/cali/para_checklist 2008.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.zov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2618&q=321752 &sdePNavCtr=[#Oppottunities

V. Disciplinary Decision Flow Chart (see handout):
VI. Emerging Literacy Through Assistive Technology (see handout):
VII.  Planning for the future meeting topics as they relate to your needs as an administrator:
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VIIL

Open Items:
Bubbling Science for CMT accommodations in all grades if accommodations are warranted
regardless if the test will be given that year;

Action items: Person responsible Deadline:

Other Information
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DEPARTMENT OF PUPIL SERVICES
for
Avon Public Schools

whickey@avon.k12.ct.us 860 404-4710

Avon, CT 06001
Fax 860 404-4712

34 Simsbury Read

William Hickey, Ed. D
Director of Pupil Services

TEACHER OBSERVATION NOTES

Date: February 23, 2012

RE:
Time: 2:45 at PGS
Pre-Observation Meeting: we reviewed the Appendix D lesson plan regarding feelings related to

social interactions with peers.
There were 3 students, Caroline, Victoria, Amanda

OBSERVATION:

o She started off by asking if they had anything they would like to share.

e Each told a story of some recent event they did.

« Does anyone have anything else they would like to share

e She suggested ways to consider how to communicate when family leave the area

o She told them they were going fo go into invitations and dis-invitations

e An invite to participate and send an invitation versus a negative response, the opposite

e She let Vic write on the wall paper table

e Examples of ways to invite people or are accepting; hello, smile, greetings, helpful,
honest, invite over, accepting people

e Disinvite would be hurt someone’s feeling, calling a name, being mean, making faces,
fgnoring,
They took turns writing on the paper in the boxes
She asked how do you feel when someone sends you a message or an invitation = makes
the person feel a part of the group = descriptors
If they are not invited they feel sad or melancholy
She introduced the characters to the video they will be watching
She let then review it once and then they would be asked to tell or describe events in the
video

e She said that she wants them to list the Character, invitation, disinvitation

e Once they watched it they were able to take notes if they wanted to. They then rewatched

and made observations on papers with comments on the behavior of the characters.
She noted that they would be leaving shortly and they would start the process and then

finish up next week.

We are here to serve the needs of our children.
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e Each student took a turn doing the invitations and disinvitations.

Post-Observation Meeting:

We are here fo serve the needs of our children.
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Avon Public Schools
Technology report
February 2012

In the month of February, the Technology department successfully deployed a total of
230 new desktops in three schools. Avon High School acquired 123 desktops, Pine
Grove School acquired 82 desktops and Avon Middle School acquired 25 desktops. The
February deployment has allowed for additional computers in the High School Library
and attached computer labs, and a second desktop in each classroom at both PGS and

RBS for student use.

In addition to the large deployment, a total of 65 desktops in the High School science
wing where upgraded from Windows XP to Windows 7 operating system, resulting in
improved performance, security and reliability.

The Technology department continues to research alternative email, archiving, and staff
website hosting platforms.

Plans have started on the district wireless project. We have been looking at various
technologies and vendors.

The Tech department continued to work hard supporting district hardware, software,
staff and students throughout the month.

March 14, 2012
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